r   — 

SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Board  of  Sheep  Commissioners 

OF  THE 

STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

• «  J  902  • « 


CONTAINING  ALSO  INFORMATION  ON 

Poisonous  Plant  Investigations 

Comparative  Profits  of  Sheep  Raising 

Governor's  Quarantine  Proclamation  of  1902 
Rules  for  Guidance  of  Deputy  Sheep  Inspectors 
Gracing  Areas  on  Railroads  for  Sheep  Trans- 
ported Through  the  State 

Directions  for  Preparing  Sheep  Dips 
Laws  Relating  to  Sheep  Inspection 


Montana  Sheepmen  and  Breeders  Elsewhere  Should  Read  the  New  Sheep 
Quarantine  Proclamation  on  Page  28.   Get  Your  Rams  Into  the 
State  Before  September  J,  J 903,  for  Dipping  and  90- Day 
Quarantine  if  They  Are  to  Be  Used  Next  December. 


'INDEfENDENT  PUBLI8HIN8  COMPANY,    HELENA,  MONTANA." 


3  0864  1006  5228  1 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Board  of  Sheep  Commissioners 

OF  THE 

STATE  OF  MONTANA 


1902 


T.   C.  POWER,  President 
CORISrElLiIUS    HEDGES,  Secretary 

HELENA,  MONTANA 


Helena,  Montana 
Independent  Publishing  Company 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2013 


http://archive.org/details/annualreportofboi902nnont_1 


AN]NJUAL  REPORT  OF 

State  Board  of  Sheep  Commissioners* 

1902. 

Helena,  Montana,  November  30,  1902. 
To  His  Excellency,  Hon.  Joseph  K.  Toole, 
Governor  of  Montana. 
Dear  Sir:    Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the 
Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Sheep  Commissioners 
for  the  year  ending  November  30th,  1902. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  membership  of  the  Board 
during  the  past  year. 

New  Inspectors. 

On  August  i8th,  1902,  Mr.  J.  F.  Piatt  of  Billings  was  appoint- 
ed Deputy  Sheep  Inspector  for  Yellow/Stone  County,  and 
has  qualified  and  served  acceptably  as  such  since. 

September  20,  1902,  Mr.  J.  K.  Stauffer  of  Cut  Bank  was  named 
as  successor  to  the  former  inspector  for  Teton  County. 

Pacific  Northwest  Woolgrowers'  Association. 

In  the  early  part  of  February  last,  the  Fifth  Annual  meeting 
of  the  Pacific  Northwest  Woolgrowers'  Association  was  held 
in  Helena,  lasting  three  days.  The  meeting  brought  together 
a  considerable  number  of  flock  masters  from  the  several  states 
of  the  northwest,  and  various  subjects  of  interest  connected 
with  the  industry  were  discussed. 

President  T.  C.  Power  of  this  Board  was  also  at  the  head  of 
the  Association  during  the  past  year,  and  it  was  largely  through 
his  efforts  and  those  of  Dr.  M.  E.  Knowles,  together  with  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  the  Business  Men's  Association  of  Hel- 
ena, that  the  meeting  was  brought  to  Helena. 

Many  valuable  papers  were  read  and  discussed  and  much  in- 
formation obtained  by  those  present. 

Among  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Association  was  one 
requesting  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  furnish  expert 
graders  for  the  classification  of  wool  before  shipment;  and  an- 
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other  requesting  the  government  to  purchase  mutton  as  well 
as  beef  for  the  army  and  Indian  agencies. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting,  together  with  all  papers  pre- 
sented, were  published  in  pamphlet  form,  and  a  supply  placed 
in  the  hands  of  this  Board  for  distribution  in  Montana.  Any  of 
our  growers  who  may  be  interested  may  procure  them  upon  ap- 
plication. 

New  Quarantine  Proclamation. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Board  at  its  last  annual 
meeting,  a  new  quarantine  proclamation  was  issued  by  Gov- 
ernor J.  K.  Toole,  on  May  27th,  1902,  commanding  deputy  in- 
spedtors  to  rigi^dly  enforce  the  requirement  Ipfi  a  ninety-day 
quarantine  and  two  dippings  on  all  sheep  brought  into  Montana 
from  other  states.  This  referred  especially  to  imported  bucks, 
which,  under  the  former  quarantine  proclamation,  owners  were 
allowed  to  use  before  the  expiration  of  ninety  days. 

It  was  deemed  desirable  to  have  a  uniform  requirement  which 
all  inspectors  should  follow. 

The  only  hardship  which  the  new  proclamation  could  entail 
would  be  on  imported  bucks  intended  for  use  in  December, 
which  might  be  shipped  in  within  ninety  days  prior  to  that 
time. 

The  experience  of  our  sheep  men  will  soon  dictate  whether 
the  requirement  is  too  severe. 

As  much  publicity  as  possible  was  given  to  the  change  in 
our  last  report. 

Health  Conditions. 

The  trouble  for  some  years  feared,  but  happily  averted  here- 
tofore, was  experienced  the  past  year  in  the  outbreak  of  scab 
in  Carbon  County  near  the  Wyoming  line. 

Thousands  of  sheep  winter  in  Northern  Wyoming,  crossing 
the  line  to  range  in  Alontana  during  the  summer  season.  It  is 
often  a  difficult  matter  to  get  the  owners  of  these  migratory 
bands  to  report  for  inspection  to  our  Montana  deputies.  In  some 
instances  they  have  traveled  hundreds  of  miles  within  our  bor- 
ders and  not  been  apprehended.  In  this  manner  it  is  believed 
that  the  outbreak  of  scab  was  introduced  into  Cg.rbon  County. 
Our  efficient  State  Veterinarian,  Dr.  M.  E.  Knowles,  and  his 
assistant  both  spent  many  weeks  in  that  section,  giving  person- 
al attention  to  the  inspection  and  dipping  of  the  exposed  and 
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infected  sheep,  and  the  present  outbreak  is  now  believed,  after 
an  interval  of  several  months,  to  have  been  wholly  eradicated. 

But  for  the  prompt  and  vigorous  action  of  our  State  Veteri- 
narian, a  protracted  and  serious  siege  of  the  disease  would  doubt- 
less have  resulted. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  this  Board,  Dr.  Knowles  will  pro- 
pose measures  for  policing  this  interstate  boundary  line,  and  the 
subject  is  one  that  should  be  carefully  considered. 

In  Choteau  County,  where  trouble  was  experienced  with  scab 
a  year  ago,  the  inspector,  Mr.  D.  A.  Smith  has  worked  faith- 
fully, and  reports  having  the  disease  under  satisfactory  con- 
trol, and  as  far  as  we  know  completely  eradicated. 

The  conditions  elsewhere  continue  most  encouraging  among 
not  only  our  growers,  but  purchasers  as  well. 

Expenditures. 

The  warrants  drawn  against  the  Sheep  Inspector  and  Indem- 
nity Fund  of  the  State  for  the  year  ending  November  30th,  1902, 
amount  to  $3,501.48,  being  considerably  in  excess  of  last  year's 
expenditures,  there  being  an  increase  both  in  the  amount  of  in- 
spection bills  and  special  disbursements. 

General  Observations. 

At  the  writing  of  this  report,  though  later  than  usual,  we  have 
reports  from  only  eight  counties  in  the  State,  and  this  though 
blanks  and  addressed  envelopes  were  long  since  sent  to  every 
sheep  owner  in  the  State.  The  commissioners  fail  to  report  be- 
cause the  sheep-owners  fail  to  report  to  them  and  there  seems 
to  be  no  way  to  compel  them  to  report. 

Our  facts  and  figures  therefore  are  only  tentative  estimates. 
That  the  number  of  sheep  in  the  state  has  increased,  that  the 
amount  of  wool  clipped  and  shipped,  and  that  better  prices  were 
received  than  for  a  series  of  former  years  may  be  predicted. 
The  increase  has  been  greater  in  some  of  the  northern  counties, 
while  in  some  central  and  southern  counties  there  has  been  an 
actual  decrease. 

More  than  in  former  years  the  wool  crop  of  the  last  season 
was  sold  at  home  and  at  more  satisfactory  prices,  averaging 
two  cents  a  pound  better.  The  price  to  which  wool  has  ad- 
vanced since  our  crop  was  sold,  shows  that  the  middlemen  have 
made  a  profit  that  should  have  gone  to  the  growers  and  the 
minority  that  consigned  have  for  once  fared  best. 
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So  many  of  our  sheep  men  are  in  debt  making  improvements 
and  purchasing  contiguous  land  to  protect  their  property,  for  ad- 
vances on  which  they  are  paying-  heavy  rates  of  interest  that 
they  are  ahiiost  forced  to  sell  at  the  best  price  offered  and  the 
buyers  sometimes  take  advantage  of  the  situation  by  combina- 
tion and  a  general  understanding  among  themselves. 

Not  till  our  sheep  men  can  keep  clear  of  debt  can  they  escape 
the  second  sacrifice  in  being' compelled  to  sell  at  the  first  offer 
that  promises  partial  or  complete  deliverance  from  pressing 
creditors. 

As  free  range  is  fast  disappearing,  every  flock-master  feels 
necessitated  to  buy  and  fence  more  land.  While  thus  they  seem 
to  be  making  themselves  more  secure  and  independent,  if  this 
is  done  on  borrowed  money,  it  is  doubtful  when  interest,  taxes 
and  cost  of  fencing  are  counted  in,  whether  they  are  not  worse 
off  than  before.  This  greed  for  more  land  may  seem  to  many 
an  imperative  necessity  for  continuance  in  the  business.  But 
this  is  not  so.  Another  alternative  is  to  raise  more  wool  on 
fewer  sheep  by  improving  the  stock  and  raising  more  feed  on 
fewer  acres  by  raising  alfalfa  and  other  grasses.  This  will  have 
to  be  done  if  the  business  is  continued  and  something  towards 
it  should  be  done  every  year. 

Among  the  indirect  taxes  that  sheep  men  have  to  pay  are  the 
ravages  of  wolves  and  it  is  pleasant  to  report  that  losses  from 
this  source  were  less  than  in  former  years,  showing  that  the 
bounty  is  doing  good  work.  That  frauds  are  practiced  under 
the  bounty  law  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  and  the  higher 
the  bounty,  the  greater  inducement  exists  for  committing  fraud. 

The  scab  is  another  indirect  tax  paid,  not  only  by  those  whose 
flocks  are  infected,  but  by  every  sheep  owner  to  prevent  an  at- 
tack. This  disease  never  in  a  single  case  has  originated  in  Mon- 
tana, but  has  always  been  brought,  by  sheep  or  bucks  from  other 
states.  Let  those  who  complain  of  the  severity  of  our  quaran- 
tine regulations,  consider  the  loss  and  expense  incurred  every 
year  from  this  source  and  they  cannot  blame  us.  The  heroic 
treatment  with  which  this  disease  is  met  by  our  health  officers 
on  its  first  appearance  prevents  any  considerable  loss  from  this 
source.  It  is  currently  reported  that  there  are  sections  where 
all  the  sheep  have  more  or  less  scab  and  no  effort  is  made  to 
eradicate  it.  Sheep  from  such  sections  should  not  be  allowed  to 
enter  Montana. 
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The  loss  resulting  from  sheep  eating  poisonous  plants  has 
often  been  great,  and  is  always  considerable.  Recent  investiga- 
tions  by  experts  sent  out  by  the  general  government  have  thrown 
much  light  on  this  i>ubject  and  suggested  some  accessible  and 
effectual  remedies  and  antidotes  with  which  sheep  men  should 
be  familiar  at  their  peril. 

Our  state  was  favored  with  an  early  and  abundant  growth  of 
grass  the  past  season  from  more  timely,  if  not  more  abundant 
rains  and  we  have  again  been  favored  with  fewer  and  less  ex- 
tensive prairie  fires  during  the  autumn  and  early  winter.  This 
has  materially  helped  to  solve  the  question  of  winter  feeding  and 
though  the  snows  have  been  more  abundant  than  usual  in  the 
mountains,  with  few  exceptions,  in  the  valleys  and  foothills, 
stock  has  most  of  the  time  found  something  on  the  ranges.  More 
attention  is  paid  each  year  to  raising  feed  for  winter  use  so  that 
it  has  not  been  necessary  to  ship  away  so  many  lambs  and 
sheep  to  be  fed  outside  for  market.  But  the  demand  for  the 
home  production  of  winter  feed  is  far  from  receiving  the  atten- 
tion it  deserves.  No  small  part  of  our  state  has  been  covered 
with  forest  reserves  and  it  seems  to  be  the  policy  to  exclude 
sheep  from  grazing  thereon. 

It  must  be  recognized  that  our  state  has  about  reached  its 
capacity  in  the  amount  of  stock  it  can  sustain  on  the  natural 
growth  of  the  country.  But  it  is  as  certain  as  anything  in  the 
future  that  the  sheep  industry  is  to  be  one  of  the  permanent  re- 
sources of  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  our  state.  The  in- 
creasing millions  of  our  population  are  to  be  fed  and  clothed. 
It  is  even  doubtful  if  the  increase  of  our  flocks  can  keep  pace 
with  the  increased  demand. 

The  January  outlook  for  the  next  season  is  favorable.  The 
snow  in  the  mountains  assures  full  streams  and  a  plentiful  water 
supply.  The  price  of  wool  in  the  eastern  markets  gives  promise 
of  still  further  enhancement.  It  is  certain  that  for  some  years 
to  come  the  tariff  on  wool  will  not  be  lowered  and  is  more  likely 
to  be  increased.  Our  country  does  not  produce  half  the  wool 
that  is  needed  to  supply  our  factories  and  it  is  not  possible  that 
shoddy  can  supply  the  deficiency,  while  we  are  certain  to  need 
the  revenue  from  a  stiff  duty.  Any  lack  in  fuel  may  be  partly 
remedied  by  wearing  more  clothing.  The  time  will  come,  too, 
when  a  large  share  of  our  wool  will  be  manufactured  at  home 
and  when  we  shall  ship  east  more  mutton  than  wool. 
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The  present  outlook  is  therefore  on  the  whole  encouraging 
enough  to  stimulate  every  sheep-man  to  increased  effort  to  re- 
duce expenses,  keep  out  of  the  hands  of  the  money  lenders,  de- 
velope  the  productive  capacity  of  the  lands  they  own,  improve 
the  stock,  reduce  expenses  in  every  way  possible,  for  at  the 
best  there  is  only  a  narrow  margin  of  profit. 

To  summarize  the  situation  for  the  wool  season  of  1902,  it 
is  fair  to  say  that  it  was  the  most  satisfactory  since  1899. 

While  there  was  no  boom  as  in  that  year,  the  clips  were  sold 
readily,  and  less  wool  was  consigned  than  ever  before. 

As  to  shipments,  owing  to  short  feed  in  some  sections  of  East- 
ern Montana,  more  sheep  and  lambs  were  sent  to  the  market 
than  in  1901,  when  mutton  prices  were  not  considered  high,  and 
the  prices  this  year  were  found  to  be  little,  if  any  better. 

In  most  sections  of  the  state  feed  was  ^ood  and  there  is  a 
good  supply  of  hay  for  the  approaching  winter.  As  a  result 
sheep  feeding  for  the  winter  market  on  alfalfa  and  hay  has  re- 
ceived more  attention  than  ever  before.  This  is  notably  true  in 
Choteau,  Gallatin  and  Yellowstone  Counties. 

The  results  of  these  experiments  are  awaited  with  utmost  in- 
terest by  growers  elsewhere. 

With  this  report  we  also  publish  a  letter  from  Prof.  V.  K. 
Chestnut  on  the  result  of  his  investigation  of  the  poisonous 
plants  of  Montana  during  the  past  year,  and  also  a  paper  by  Mr. 
A.  W.  Bower  on  the  raising  of  sheep  and  handling  of  its  product, 
which  we  commend  to  the  careful  reading  of  every  woolgrower 
in  the  state. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CORNELIUS  HEDGES, 

Secretary. 


STATE   BOARD   SHEEP  COMMISSIONERS.  9 


Poisonous  Plant  Investigations  in  Montana  During  1902. 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  25,  1902. 
Mr.  Cornelius  Hedges,  Secy., 

State  Board  of  Sheep  Commissioners, 
Helena,  Montana. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  courteous  letter  of  November  8th,  stating 
that  your  Board,  which  has  its  annual  meeting  on  December 
1st,  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  me  at  that  time  in  regard 
to  the  results  of  our  last  season's  work  on  poisonous  plants,  and" 
about  our  plans  for  continuing  our  investigations  in  Montana, 
was  duly  received.  In  reply  I  beg  to  state  that,  although  1  have 
not  had  time  to  go  over  our  extensive  series  of  notes  and  prop- 
erly collate  them,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  present,  for  your  con- 
sideration, the  following  summary  of  progress. 

Our  investigations  during  the  two  preceding  years  having, 
in  a  general  way,  established  the  real  nature  of  the  various  plants 
suspected  by  stockmen  of  being  poisonous  to  stock,  and  having 
shown  that  a  chemical  antidote  consisting  of  permanganate  of 
potash  and  sulphate  of  aluminum  is  of  great  service  in  prevent- 
ing the  poisonous  efifect  of  death  camas,  and  of  the  purple  and 
tall  larkspurs,  especially  in  the  case  of  sheep,  the  work  of  ,the« 
past  season  was  planned  with  a  view  to  completing  our  field  and 
laboratory  investigations  as  to  the  precise  nature  of  death  camas 
and  of  lupine  poisoning,  and  in  getting  physiological  antidotes 
for  use  in  wholesale  cases  of  poisoning  caused  by  these  plants, 
further  field  work  having  shown  that  drenching  with  the  per- 
manganate is  too  slow  a  process  where  several  hundred  sheep 
poisoned  with  death  camas  have  to  be  treated  at  one  time  by  one 
man  on  a  range  where  water  is  not  easily  accessible. 

On  account  of  a  lack  of  funds  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  en- 
gage in  field  work  only  during  July.  During  that  month,  however, 
and  also  in  August  and  a  part  of  September,  I  was  assisted  in  these 
investigations  by  an  expert  pharmacologist,  and  during  Septem- 
ber and  October  I  continued  the  field  and  laboratory  work  alone 
in  Montana.  Unfortunately,  the  season  was  too  late  for  the 
actual  observation  of  cases  of  death  camas  poisoning,  and  too 
late  for  experimentation  with  the  fresh  plant,  but  much  field 
work  was  done  in  the  case  of  lupine  poisoning,  although  the  ef- 
ficiency of  this  work  was  greatly  lessened  by  the  long  delay  ex- 
perienced in  receiving  notifications  of  cases  of  poisoning. 

With  regard  to  death  camas,  our  investigations  have  shown 
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that  (i)  the  poisonous  constituent  is  an  alkaloid  the  physiologi- 
cal effects  of  which  are  analogous  with  those  of  cevadine ;  (2) 
this  alkaloid  is  present  in  the  leaves  which  are  practically  the 
only  part  of  the  plant  eaten  by  sheep ;  (3)  it  partially  disap- 
pears from  the  leaves  on  drying  thus  rendering  them  less  poi- 
sonous ;  (4)  these  leaves  dry  up  on  the  plant  soon  after  the 
flowers  begin  to  appear  in  April  or  May,  and  the  plant  thus  be- 
comes less  inviting  for  forage ;  by  this  time,  also,  other  whole- 
some plants  have  sprung  into  verdure;  (5)  the  poisonous  alka- 
loid acts  chiefly  on  the  nerve  centers  which  control  respiration, 
but  it  acts  also  on  the  muscles,  and  finally  oil  the  heart;  (6) 
these  poisonous  effects  are  prevented  if  permanagnate  of  potash 
and  sulphate  of  aluminum  are  administered  before  the  poison 
gets  into  the  circulation,  and  afterwards  by  the  subcutaneous 
injection  of  a  certain  antidote,  the  identity  of  which  will  be  made 
known  in  our  forthcoming  bulletin  on  death  camas ;  (7)  horses 
are  sometimes  seriously,  if  not  fatally,  poisoned  in  Montana  by 
eating  hay  containing  the  seed  of  death  camas  or  of  alkali  grass, 
a  tall  species  of  the  same  genus  which  grows  in  wet  alkaline 
ground. 

With  regard  to  lupine,  we  have  shown  that  (i)  the  seed  is 
responsible  for  most  of  the  fatal  cases  of  poisoning;  (2)  the 
seed  of  one  species  at  least  contains  two  alkaloids,  one  of  which 
causes  spasms  when  fed  in  considerable  quantity;  (3)  this  ef- 
fect can  probably  be  offset  by  the  hypodermic  use  of  the  same 
antidote  which  it  is  proposed  to  use  in  cases  of  poisoning  from 
death  camas ;  (4)  in  some  localities  a  very  large  percentage  of 
the  seed  is  devoured  by  worms;  (5)  the  ictrogen  or  European 
form  of  lupine  poisoning  characterized  by  jaundice  and  by 
chronic  symptoms  appears  to  be  entirely  absent  from  the  Mon- 
tana cases.  In  Broadwater,  Meagher  and  Fergus  Counties 
about  8,000  sheep  were  poisoned  by  lupines  during  parts  of 
September  and  October,  and  of  this  number  over  2,000  died, 
representing  a  loss  of  about  $4,000  for  that  region  alone. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  our  investigations  of  death  camas 
poisoning  are  practically  completed.  There  is  still  considerable 
field  and  laboratory  work  to  be  done  with  the  lupines,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  next  season  we  shall  be  able  to  finish  that,  and  be 
able  to  make  considerable  progress  in  the  locoweed  problem, 
a  work  fraught  with  great  inherent  difficulties,  but  which  is  of 
tremendous  importance  both  to  the  stockmen  of  your  state  and 
to  most  of  the  stockmen  in  the  western  half  of  the  United  States. 
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In  the  estimates  that  go  to  Congress  this  year,  I  have  asked 
for  an  appropriation  of  $12,000  to  continue  my  work.  This 
amount,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  for  engaging  the  more 
continued  services  of  a  pharmacologist,  and  in  increasing  the 
general  efficiency  of  our  laboratory  and  field  work,  has  been 
approved  by  the  Botanist  of  this  Bureau,  Mr.  F.  V.  Coville,  and 
by  the  Secretary,  and  I  trust  that  your  Association  will  lend  its 
influence  in  securing  the  granting  of  the  appropriation. 

The  actual  location  of  our  field  work  will  depend  largely  upon 
the  relative  amount  of  pressure  that  stockmen  of  various  parts 
of  the  west  bring  to  bear  upon  the  Secretary.  As  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  our  next  season's 
work  can  be  carried  out  most  advantageously  for  all  interests 
concerned  in  Montana,  and  I  shall  therefore  recommend  that 
the  work  be  carried  out  in  your  state. 

Very  truly  yours, 

V.  K.  CHESNUT, 
Asst.  Botanist.  (In  charge  P.  P.  I.) 


Comparative  Profits  of  Sheep  Raising — Past,  Present  and  Future 

(From  Helena  Herald.) 
A.  W.  Bower,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Bower  Brothers, 
the  noted  Montana  sheepman,  knows  something  about  the  sheep 
business.  He  is  one  of  the  most  successful  sheepmen  in  the  state 
and  usually  gets  the  largest  price  for  the  big  clip  of  wool.  From 
the  last  clip  he  sold  wool  as  high  as  16  y-Sc  in  Billings  and  16  3-4C 
in  Great  Falls. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  North  Montana  Wool  Growers' 
association  Mr.  Bower  read  a  very  interesting  paper  on  com- 
parative profits  of  sheep  raising.  It  is  so  well  compiled  and  of 
such  wide  interest  that  the  Herald  herewith  prints  it  in  full. 
Mr.  Bowers  says : 

In  considering  the  comparative  profits  of  sheep  raising  in 
Montana  it  is  necessary  to  remember  that  those  who  came  to 
Montana  to  engage  in  the  sheep  business  in  the  years  between 
1880  and  1890  came  with  the  idea  that  there  was  plenty  of  range 
and  probably  always  would  be.  It  was  the  free  grass  on  the 
plains  and  hillsides  of  Montana  that  offered  so  strong  an  in- 
ducement. I'bc  range  question  in  its  present  aspects,  was  a 
subject  that  had  not  appeared.  It  was  supposed  that  if  a  man 
chose  a  range  to  which  no  one  had  made  any  claim  and  located 
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thereon,  that  his  rights  would  be  respected ;  that  no  one  would 
interfere  with  the  range  that  man  could  use;  and  to  respect  range 
rights  was  necessary  tor  every  one  who  wanted  to  use  range. 

Hundreds  of  men  who  came  to  Montana  in  the  early  days  of 
sheep  raising  would  never  have  come  if  they  had  not  believed  that 
there  was  unlimited  free  grass  on  the  government  domain.  But 
circumstances  have  so  changed  that  range  rights  are  hardly  re- 
spected at  all.  A  man  has  whatever  he  owns  and  rents,  provided 
he  fences  it,  and  not  without.  There  is  very  little  more  free 
range,  and  what  there  is  is  held  under  very  uncertain  condi- 
tions. And  herein  lies  the  whole  reason  for  the  change  in  con- 
ditions of  sheep  raising  in  Montana. 

Changed  Conditions. 

When  range  was  plenty  and  never  eaten  off  comparatively  lit- 
tle hay  was  needed  for  winter.  If  the  range  is  all  eaten  off  in 
summer  sheep  must  be  fed  in  winter.  In  1880  a  man's  invest- 
ment was  almost  entirely  in  sheep ;  now  it  is  very  largely  in 
land.    In  1880  stock  sheep  could  be  bought  for  $3.25  per  head. 

On  that  basis  for  sheep  a  wool  grower's  total  investment 
would  be  from  $3.25  to  $3.75  per  head  for  what  sheep  he  owned ; 
i.  e.,  from  25c  to  50c  per  head  on  his  sheep  would  cover  his  in- 
vestment in  horses,  wagons,  etc.,  and  improvements. 

Improvements  were  not  very  large  at  that  time.  A  cabin,  a 
corral,  perhaps  a  shed  and  a  stable  completed  the  list.  There 
were  no  fences  in  1880.  Perhaps  there  was  not  a  cent  invested  in 
land.  Now,  supposing  a  man  owned  2,500  sheep  at  that  time 
his  investment  would  be  $8,750.    His  expense  account  would  be 


about  as  follows : 

Interest  on  investment  at  12  per  cent  $1,050.00 

Wages  and  board  of  two  men  for  one  year.   1.050.00 

One  extra  man  in  May                     .  .   50.00 

Shearing  sheep   250.00 

Board  of  shearers    25.00 

Hauling  wool   75-0'0 

Storing  60  tons  of  hay    150.00 

Five  per  cent  loss,  taxes,  etc   437-50 


Total  expense  account   $3,087.50 

INCOME. 

15,000  pounds  of  wool  at  25c   $3,750.00 

Increase  in  value  of  flock  (25  per  cent)   2,031.25 

$.5.781.25 

Net  profit  $2,693.75 
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A  Good  Profit. 

Now  this  represents  a  net  profit  of  30  per  cent  on  the  original 
investment  after  paying  interest  on  capital,  and  is  what  I  be- 
lieve could  have  been  done  from  1880  to  1883  under  ordinarily 
favorable  circumstances.  At  that  time,  remember,  a  sheep  rais- 
er's investment  was  almost  entirely  in  sheep,  in  live  money 
making  property.  But  from  1883  on  it  became  necessary  to  ac- 
quire land  and  to  make  more  improvements  and  to  store  more 
hay.  The  acquisition  of  land  has  been  the  "bete  noir"  of  the 
wool  grower  since  that  time.  This  investment  was  no  longer 
principally  in  sheep ;  his  landed  possessions  began  to  figure 
largely  in  capital  invested.  Wool  also  fell  in  price.  In  1885  it 
was  down  to  17  cents  per  pound,  while  the  investment  per  head 
of  sheep  had  risen  to  at  least  $4.  After  1885  wool  varied  in  price 
between  17  cents  and  20  cents  up  to  1889,  when  it  was  forced  by 
speculation  up  to  22  cents  or  23  cents  per  pound.  But  in  1890 
it  was  about  18  cents,  and  with  wool  at  that  price  we  have  a 
much  fairer  basis  of  estimate. 

By  this  time,  1890,  the  sheep  owners  who  represented  per- 
manency in  the  business  had  become  quite  large  owners  of 
land.  It  was  not  because  they  wanted  to  own  the  land,  but  be- 
cause they  could  not  help  themselves. 

They  had  either  to  become  land  owners,  or  else  go  out  of  the 
business. 

It  was  first  necessary  to  get  possession  of  some  hay  land ; 
then  they  had  to  fence  it. 

Winters  like  1886-7  made  sheep  owners  anxious  to  get  pos- 
session of  all  the  nay  land  they  could,  and  anxious  also  to  put 
up  better  sheds  and  more  of  them,  and  to  make  more  expensive 
preparations  for  taking  care  of  their  sheep.  When  they  had  got 
this  far  they  became  easy  victims  for  •  blackmailers,  for  the 
blackmailing  purposes  of  those  who  had  land  rights  to  sell. 
Investment  Doubled. 

It  was  about  that  time  that  it  became  necessary  for  a  sheep 
raiser  to  own  all  of  the  permanent  water  that  there  might  be  on 
what  he  called  his  range.  But  I  will  discuss  this  question 
further  on.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  on  account  of  such  conditions 
as  I  have  referred  to,  that  a  wool  growers'  investment  in  1890 
per  head  of  sheep  had  nearly  doubled,  i.  e.,  that  he  had  fully  as 
much  capital  invested  in  dead  property,  which  yielded  no  in- 
come, as  he  had  invested  in  sheep.    Supposing  that  stock  sheep 
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were  worth  $2.50  per  head,  a  man  who  was  trying-  to  carry  on  a 
permanent  business  and  who  owned  10,000  sheep,  had  $50,000 
invested  in  his  business. 

Now,  making  the  same  form  of  calculation  as  I  made  before ; 
supposing  that  interest  on  money  was  10  per  cent,  and  making 
the  necessary  changes  and  substitutions  to  correspond  with  con- 
ditions existing  at  that  time,  I  find  a  net  profit,  from  running 
10,000  sheep,  of  $3,875. 

Consequently,  after  paying-  interest  on  the  investment,  the 
per  cent  of  profit  had  shrunk  from  30  per  cent  to  less  than  8  per 
cent.  But  I  wish  to  say  right  here  that  no  such  good  results  as 
these  figures  indicate,  were  obtained  by  every  one  in  the  sheep 
business.  They  represent  only  what  could  be  done  under  favor- 
able conditions  and  with  very  good  management  on  the  part  of 
the  sheep  owner  besides.  Still,  such  results  were  undoubtedly 
obtained  by  some  men  in  1890. 

To  be  fair,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  say  that  failures  among 
sheep  men  between  1880  and  1890  were  numerous. 

Men  entered  the  business  without  sufficient  capital  or  suffi- 
cient knowledge  or  fitness  of  any  kind,  and  the  number  of  men 
who  are  in  the  sheep  business  now  and  who  were  also  in  the 
same  business  in  1885  is  very  small. 

Industry  Ran  Down. 

Of  the  ups  and  downs  "of  the  sheep  business  between  1890  and 
1900  I  cannot  speak  in  detail.  Things  steadily  ran  down  until 
1896,  when  we  reached  the  depths  of  despair  with  wool  worth 
about  7c  per  pound,  sheep  worth  $1.50  per  head,  and  income 
so  small  that  to  pay  any  interest  on  investment  was  impossible. 
After  that  things  improved  again,  and  1900  was  reached  with 
wool  at  15  cents  per  pound  and  an  average  investment  of  per- 
haps $8  per  head  of  sheep  run. 

Now,  I  will  admit  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  at  the  real  invest- 
ment. But  when  one  considers  land,  fences,  sheds,  buildings, 
horses,  wagons,  harness,  farming  implements,  etc.,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  amount  of  money  that  a  progressive,  pushing 
woolgrower  has  put  into  such  things  is  large.  There  are  un- 
doubtedly some  parts  of  Montana  where  investments  are  much 
less  than  this,  but  there  are  other  places  where  they  are  more. 

Some  years  ago  I  was  in  a  portion  of  Montana  adjacent  to  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railway.  The  land  there  had  not  been  sur- 
veyed.  There  was  almost  no  farming  land.    Very  little  hay  was 
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Stored.  Improvements  were  small.  Sheep  were  run  on  the  risk 
principle.  It  was  largely  a  gambling  operation.  I  think  that 
the  total  investment  of  the  wool  growers  there  was  not  one  over 
$4  per  head  on  the  sheep  they  owned. 

Not  a  Business. 

But  the  sheep  industry  run  in  that  way  can  hardly  be  called 
a  business,  and  it  does  not  at  all  represent  the  practice  in  the 
better  portion  of  Montana.  Now,  supposing  that  in  1890  wool 
was  worth  15c  per  pound  and  that  the  investment  was  $8  per 
head  on  sheep  run  and  making  the  same  form  of  cal- 
culation as  before  I  find  that  the  total  expense  of  running  10,000 
sheep  was  $19,100.  I  also  find  that  the  total  income  was  only 
$18,000. 

Now,  this  does  not  give  any  net  profit,  and  it  allows  only  8.6 
per  cent  interest  on  investment.  (In  calculating  expenses  I 
supposed  that  10  per  cent  interest  on  investment  was  paid.) 
A.^ain,  I  say  that  tMs  represen>ts  'favorable  conditions  'only, 
where  men  have  been  forced  to  buy  large  areas  of  land.  It  is 
not  possible  to  make  a  calculation  to  cover  every  case.  Some 
men  have  made  more  than  this  amount  on  investment,  and  some 
have  made  less.  It  is  largely  a  question  of  investment.  Some 
of  us  have  too  much  money  invested  in  dead  property  which 
does  not  produce  any  income. 

Moreover,  I  am  talking  about  the  affairs  of  men  who  entered 
the  sheep  business  years  ago  and  have  staid  in  it. 

There  are  other  men  who  have  bought  ranches  in  late  years 
at  one  half  what  they  cost.  But  their's  would  represent  separate 
cases  and  could  not  be  considered  in  a  discussion  of  "compara- 
tive profits,  but  present  and  future.'' 

There  is  no  question  whatever  ,but  that  the  net  profits  of  the 
sheep  business  in  Montana  have,  on  an  average,  steadily  di- 
minished since  1883.  And  they  have  done  so  for  the  very  simple 
reason  that  expenses  have  increased,  while  incomes  have  di- 
minished. 

Interest  on  Capital. 

Now,  the  two  chief  items  of  expense  in  the  sheep  business  are 
interest  on  capital  invested  and  the  labor  account.  The  amount 
of  capital  invested  has  become  great  on  account  of  the  accumu- 
lation of  land.  But  as  I  have  said  before  it  was  necessary  either 
to  accumulate  land  or  else  go  out  of  the  business.  Sheepmen 
have  been  called  "hogs"  and  "land  grabbers,"  and  all  other 


16 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


kinds  of  bad  names,  because  they  purchased  land.  But  I  venture 
to  say  that  no  class  of  men  in  this  western  country  ever  dreaded 
to  acquire  land  so  much  as  the  sheep  men  did.  To  put  money 
in  land  Avas  like  pouring  water  into  a  rat  hole.  It  simply  dis- 
appeared from  view  and  from  use. 

If  the  land  were  natural  hay  land  it  was  valuable,  but  at  least 
three-fourths  of  the  land  which  wool  growers  have  acquired  was 
neither  hay  land  nor  agricultural  land ;  it  was  common  range 
land,  and  was  of  no  more  use  after  the  sheep  man  owned  it 
than  it  was  before. 

"Then  why  buy  land?'  some  one  will  say.  Wool  growers 
bought  land  because  they  had  to  buy  it.  It  began  in  this  way. 
As  soon  as  sheep  grew  more  numerous  and  range  rights  began 
to  be  disputed,  if  a  man  wanted  to  hold  his  range  he  had  to  go 
farther  and  cover  places  where  there  was  a  little  water  that 
could  be  improved  by  being  run  into  troughs  or  conserved  in 
some  other  way.  Then  he  had  to  go  further  still  and  buy  up 
land  where  reservoirs  might  be  located  to  hold  water  for  stock. 

And  thus  he  was  led  on  from  step  to  step,  always  thinking  that 
the  last  step  in  the  direction  of  land  purchase  was  perhaps  the 
final  one.  But  there  v/as  no  such  thing  as  the  last  step  so  long  as 
any  land  remained  to  be  taken  up.  Now,  if  this  process  did  not 
make  a  sheep  man's  life  miserable  he  must  have  been  more  than 
human.  If  that  sheep  man  were  supposed  to  be  prosperous  and 
to  have  money  to  pay  for  land  there  were  always  men  standing 
ready  to  take  up  land  solely  for  their  own  use,  understand,  i.  e., 
to  sell  out  to  the  sheep  man  as  soon  as  they  had  got  title  to  it. 
And  the  best  thing  the  sheep  man  could  do  was  to  keep  on  the 
right  side  of  them.  Now,  imagine  if  you  can,  those  of  you  who 
have  not  had  that  delightful  experience,  the  feelings  of  a  wool 
grower  some  fine  day  when  he  finds  that  some  one  has  placed  a 
homestead  entry  on  one  of  his  best  sheep  camps.  He  knows  that 
the  entryman  does  not  intend  to  make  a  permanent  home  there. 
And  he  knows  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  first  to  rent  and 
then  to  buy  that  camp. 

Question  of  Rights. 

He  feels  as  though  he  had  been  openly  robbed  and  he  un- 
doubtedly has. 

The  entryman  perhaps  does  not  look  upon  it  exactly  that  way. 
He  simply  wants  to  get  pay  for  his  "rights,"  as  he  calls  them, 
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i.  e.,  his  land  rights  which  the  government  has  so  generously  be- 
stowed upon  him. 

Well,  in  course  of  time,  perhaps,  the  sheep  man  gets  title  to 
that  camp  by  purchase,  but  he  is  out  of  pocket  say  $i,ooo,  and 
the  camp  is  worth  no  more  to  him  than  it  was  before. 

Or  take  another  case:  A  sheep  man  .has  located  or  purchased 
some  good  hay  land  where  he  can  cut  sufficient  hay  for  the 
necessities  of  a  band  of  sheep  for  the  winter.  He  has  put  up 
good  sheds,  built  fences  and  erected  permanent  buildings,  in 
fact,  made  every  preparation  necessary  for  the  safe  wintering  of 
a  band  of  sheep  at  that  point.    Perhaps  he  has  $5,000  invested. 

Back  of  this  hay  land  is  a  high  bench  on  which  he  relies  for 
his  winter  feed  in  all  good  weather.  The  chief  value  of  that 
ranch  to  him  is  that  high  bench,  his  winter  range.  The  feed 
on  that  bench  is  free,  of  course,  it  is ;  that  is  why  he  has  located 
there.  Some  day  he  finds  that  some  one  has  taken  up  the  land 
so  as  to  completely  shut  him  off  from  that  bench.  His  property 
without  it  has  little  value.  Again,  it  is  necessary  for  him  to 
purchase  or  rent  those  claims. 

After  he  has  done  so  he  has  merely  what  he  had  before,  but 
he  has  sunk  his  new  purchase  money.  And  after  he  has  done 
so  he  has  no  assurance  but  that  he  will  have  to  do  the  same 
thing  over  again.  Now  that  is  why  sheep  men  have  acquired 
land.  They  have  bought  it  because  they  had  to  buy  it  to  pro- 
tect what  they  already  owned  or  else  have  their  possessions 
rendered  comparatively  worthless. 

About  Land  Laws. 

Do  you  wonder  that  sheep  men  have  acquired  land?  They 
have  been,  nevertheless,  punished  every  time  they  have  bought 
it. 

The  land  laws  of  the  United  States  have  been  to  a  large  ex- 
tent outrages  on  the  sheep  men  since  1890.  If  Montana  had 
been  largely  an  agricultural  country  it  would  have  been  a  dif- 
ferent thing.  But  the  larger  part  of  the  state  is  not  an  agri- 
cultural country.  If  all  the  land  laws  had  been  repealed  in  iSgtj 
and  if  a  wise  system  of  rental  had  been  substituted  the  stockmen 
would  have  been  worth  much  more  money  than  they  now  are, 
and  the  other  people  of  the  state  would  have  been  worth  just  as 
much.  Now,  after  a  while,  the  state  came  into  possession  of  a 
large  amount  of  land,  much  of  which  has  been  located  in  the 
stock  country.    By  renting  this  the  stockmen  have  experienced 
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much  relief.  But  the  lental  is  too  high  and  the  cost  of  running 
sheep  has  been  much  increased  where  range  has  been  rented. 
The  rent  of  a  section  of  land  is  $80  per  year,  or  12  i-2c  per  acre, 
and  as  it  takes  about  two  and  a  half  acres  of  land  to  pasture  a 
sheep  a  3'ear  the  cost  of  running  a  sheep  on  this  rented  land  is 
increased  by  31  1-4C  per  year  for  rental  alone.  Now  this  makes 
all  the  difference  in  the  world  and  leaves  the  sheep  man  no  profit 
at  all. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Wherever  a  sheep  man  has  acquired  land 
by  purchase  or  rental  it  is  necessary  to  fence  it,  and  perhaps  to 
do  much  other  work  upon  it.  This  makes  it  necessary  to  employ 
a  small  army  of  men,  who  need  not  have  been  employed  other- 
wise. At  the  present  time  a  sheep  man  must  employ  at  least 
twice,  as  many  men  as  he  formerly  employed  to  run  the  same 
number  of  sheep.  This  may  not  apply  to  all  sections  of  Mon- 
tana, but  it  does  to  the  better  portions  of  it.  And  wages  in  Mon- 
tana are  higher  than  in  any  other  state  of  the  Union.  We  have 
more  sheep  than  any  other  state,  and  the  number  of  local  labor- 
ers is  small.  So  long  as  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  import  the 
larger  part  of  our  laborers  each  year  from  other  states  to  do  the 
work  necessary  to  be  done  in  the  stock  sections  within  the  six 
months  representing  the  warmer  part  of  each  year,  so  long  will 
it  be  necessary  to  pay  more  wages  than  are  paid  elsewhere  in 
order  to  induce  them  to  come. 

This  applies  to  the  price  paid  for  shearing,  as  well  as  to  the 
wages  paid  for  common  ranch  labor.  Shearers  will  not  come 
here  for  a  few  weeks'  work  unless  they  are  paid  enough  to  re- 
compense them  for  their  traveling  expenses  and  for  their  lost 
time. 

Much  to  Contend  With. 

Of  course  I  think  that  all  of  these  wages  are  too  high  in  Mon- 
tana. I  think  that  they  are  out  of  proportion  to  the  wages  paid 
elsewhere,  but  what  they  should  be  I  will  not  pretend  to  say. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  business  of  sheep  raising  in  Montana 
has  had  more  to  contend  with  than  most  any  other  business  in 
the  state.  From  coyotes  to  land  sharks  and  so  on  to  the  tariff, 
every  evil  genius  has  delighted  to  play  its  tricks  upon  it. 

The  tariff  has  been  held  like  a  cudgel  over  the  heads  of  sheep 
men  ever  since  1883.  Could  any  reasonable  tariff  have  been  es- 
tablished with  an  assurance  that  it  would  be  permanent  it  would 
have  been  an  undoubted  advantage.    But  the  tariff  on  wool  has 
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always  been  a  political  question  in  this  country,  instead  of  an 
economic  question,  and  so  long  as  it  remains  so  its  usefulness 
will  be  much  limited. 

I  will  not  say  that  it  has  not  at  times  increased  the  price  of 
wool  or  that  it  does  not  increase  the  price  now.  But  there  are 
always  a  large  number  of  men  who  are  ready  to  engage  in  any 
new  enterprise  which  promises  unusual  profits,  whether  they 
know  anything  about  it  or  not.  And  the  haste  to  get  into  the 
sheep  business  when  the  last  tariff  was  enacted  contributed  to 
the  crowding  of  the  range,  forced  the  taking  up  of  more  land, 
and  increased  by  a  large  amount  the  expenses  of  running  sheep 
in  Montana.  It  also  induced  speculators  to  import  large  quan- 
tities of  wool  and  woolen  goods,  which  have  been  a  heavy  drag 
on  our  markets  until  a  recent  date. 

And  the  increase  of  sheep  in  the  country  has  helped  depress 
the  price  of  mutton  so  that  sheep  in  Chicago  bring  only  about 
half  as  much  as  beeves  or  hogs. 

Tariff  Figures. 

I  know  full  well  that  I  am  running  a  risk  of  condemnation 
when  I  say  anything  against  a  protective  tariff,  but  I  think  that 
there  are  many  of  you  who  will  admit  that  it  has  not  been  an 
unalloyed  benefit. 

I  hope,  however,  that  you  won't  think  that  I.  am  pessimistic 
in  regard  to  the  sheep  business.  It  is  my  supposition  that  you 
invited  me  to  come  here  to  state  the  truth  about  this  industry 
as  I  saw  it. 

I  am  here  neither  to  boom  the  sheep  business  nor  to  discourage 
it.  I  say  again  that  it  is  not  so  profitable  as  it  was,  and  I  don't 
J:hink  it  can  ever  be  so  again.  But  that  is  not  to  say  that  it  may 
not  be  made  fairly  profitable  in  future.  Everything  is  not  against 
the  sheep  business  in  Montana.  There  are  some  things  in  its 
favor. 

In  the  first  place  sheep  are  very  healthy  here.  There  is  an  al- 
most complete  lack  of  disease  among  them,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  death  rate  is  very  small.  Secondly,  I  think  it  is  acknowledg- 
ed that  Montana  wool  is  of  a  superior  quality,  and  is  worth 
more  on  the  markets  than  other  western  wool.  This  is  impor- 
tant, because  our  success  or  failure  depends  largely  on  the  com- 
petition in  quality  which  others  can  offer  us. 

Third.  Winter  losses  among  sheep  in  Montana  are  of  late 
years  very  small. 


20 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


To  accumulate  land  has  been  a  great  tax  on  Montana  flock- 
masters,  but  the  land  over  which  they  have  assumed  control  by 
purchase  and  rental  has  given  them  a  certainty  of  opportunity 
which  does  not  exist  on  government  land.  Moreover,  it  has  made 
possible  the  erection  of  permanent  shelter,  and  has  added  large- 
ly to  the  safety  of  the  flocks  in  winter.  Our  expenses  of  run- 
ning sheep  here  are  larger  than  in  many  other  places,  but  our 
losses  are  smaller,  and  perhaps  our  income  is  larger. 

The  sheep  business  in  Montana  is  more  a  business  than  it  is 
in  some  sections,  and  less  of  a  gambling  operation.  Success  in 
the  future  must  depend  largely  on  the  kind  of  sheep  run,  and 
on  how  the  business  is  managed.  First-class  management  will 
be  of  even  more  importance  in  future  than  ever  before.  But  this 
is  not  all.  I  believe  in  the  survival  of  the  fittest.  The  sheep  in- 
dustry of  Montana  must  meet  not  only  the  sectional  competi- 
tion of  other  states  of  the  Union,  but  it  must  meet  to  a  certain 
extent  a  world  competition. 

We  may  not  have  any  serious  competition  offered  by  flocks 
raised  on  the  high  priced  land  of  the  eastern  states ;  but  we  cer- 
tainly have  a  serious  competition  offered  by  flocks  raised  in  other 
states  of  the  Union  where  the  investment  per  head  of  sheep  is 
less,  and  where  it  costs  less  to  feed  a  sheep  a  year  than  it  does 
here.  The  competition  from  other  countries  of  the  world  may  or 
may  not  be  serious.  If  through  changing  political  conditions  the 
tariff  on  wool  should  be  removed,  then  foreign  competition  would 
be  very  serious ;  for  there  are  vast  areas  in  South  America,  where 
sheep  can  be  fed  at  one-fourth  the  cost  of  feeding^ them  in  Mon- 
tana; and  the  ocean  freight  to  land  wool  in  New  York  would  be 
only  two-thirds  as  much  as  the  railroad  freight  from  Montana 
shipping  points  to  the  seaboard. 

The  success  or  failure  of  any  industry  is  a  question  between 
income  and  expenses.  It  makes  no  difference  how  large  the  in- 
come may  be — if  the  expense  of  running  the  business  over-bal- 
ances it,  the  business  is  a  failure. 

Now,  the  chief  expenses  of  the  sheep  business  in  Montana  are 
as  follows : 

1st. — Interest  on  investment. 

2nd — The  expenses  of  labor;  i.  e.,  wages,  board  and  allied  ex- 
penses. 

Now  these  two  things  are  greater  in  Montana  than  they  ought 
to  be.    There  is  no  question  about  that.    The  first  expense  will 
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gradually  correct  itself.  The  second  expense  seems  to  me  to  be 
in  the  nature  of  a  permanent  one.  I  see  no  way  of  appreciably 
diminishing  it  in  the  near  future.  Wages  in  Montana  at  the 
present  time  are  just  about  as  high  as  they  were  twenty  years 
ago. 

This  a  serious  drawback  to  us  in  our  competition  with  the 
states  south  of  us.  In  1883  the  total  labor  cost  to  run  a  sheep  a 
year  was  about  60  cents;  in  1890  it  was  75  cents;  in  1900  it  was 
$1.00. 

I  do  not  say  that  it  is  likely  to  increase.  Neither  do  I  see  much 
prospect  of  its  diminishing,  except  in  this — that  it  may  not  be 
necessary  in  future  to  employ  so  many  men  to  make  improve- 
ments. 

Economic  Facts. 

Finally,  let  me  say,  that  it  is  a  well  known  economic  fact  that 
the  market  price  of  any  product  cannot,  in  the  long  run,  be  less 
than  the  cost  of  production  in  the  most  unfavorable  locality  con- 
tributing to  the  necessary  supply. 

And  it  is  probable  that  a  part  of  the  necessary  supply  of  wool 
and  mutton  for  the  people  of  the  United  States  must  come  from 
Montana,  under  existing  conditions,  it  appears  to  me  that,  the 
sheep  industry  in  this  state  must  in  the  future  be  permanent  and 
fairly  profitable. 
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TABLE  NO.  2. 

Compiled  From  Reports    of    Sheep    Commissioners,  Showing 
Health  Conditions  and  Items  of  General  Interest 
About  Montana  Sheep. 


Questions  Submitted. 

1.  Give  the  general  health  and  condition  of  flocks  in  your 
county. 

2.  Give  the  general  details  of  any  scab  or  other  infectious  dis- 
ease existing  in  your  flocks  during  the  period  from  March  i,  1902 
to  December  31,  1902. 

3.  Remarks  and  general  information  relative  to  the  industry. 

Answers  Received. 
Beaverhead  County. — No  disease  reported. 
.  .  Broadwater  County. — No  disease  of  any  kind.    Ranges  not  so 
good  as  last  year  and  considerable  loss  from  poison  during  the 
summer. 

Carbon  County. — Scab  was  quite  prevalent  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  county  during  early  spring,  but  was  cleaned  up  and  there 
has  been  none  reported  since. 

Short  range  is  the  general  cry  and  the  condition  of  sheep  in  this 
vicinity  is  not  very  good  this  year. 

Cascade  County. — Good  ;  no  disease. 

Choteau  County. — Good.  There  is  one  case  of  scab  now  being 
treated.  There  were  several  cases  of  scab  during  the  year  in  the 
same  locality  affected  last  year.  Numerous  reports  of  sheep  dy- 
ing from  poison  and  tape-worm. 

The  sheep  industry  is  considered  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Custer  County. — Good.  Only  one  case  of  lice  reported  from 
all  tlie  sheep  in  this  county. 

.Some  Wyoming  sheep  have  come  in  here  without  our  knowl- 
edge or  consent.  I  have  sent  a  man  to  secure  evidence  and  will 
prosecute  ir  accordance  with  law 

Dawson  County. — Good.  No  scab  exists  in  the  county. 

Deer  Lodge  County. — No  commissioner,  and  but  one  lot  of 
sheep. 

Fergus  County. — Good.  No  scab  or  other  infectious  disease 
reported  during  the  past  year. 

Compared  with  previous  years  I  am  again  glad  to  report  that 
the  range  conditions,  including  the  hay  put  up  during  the  pres- 
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ent  season,  are  exceptionally  good ;  in  fact,  better  than  ever  be- 
fore in  the  history  of  the  county.  There  is  abundant  grass  on  the 
ranges  and  the  provisions  made  for  the  winter  are  ample  and  suf- 
ficient, so  that  we  can  expect  the  wool  growing  business  to 
emerge  from  the  winter  of  1902  and  1903  with  comparatively 
small  loss,  as  nearly  all  of  the  wool  growers  have  an  abundance 
of  hay  and  shelter  to  carry  them  through  a  hard  winter. 

The  present  year  has  been  exceptional  in  many  respects.  First, 
in  that  the  price  of  wool  has  been  better  than  it  was  a  year  ago, 
and,  second,  that  the  sales  of  sheep  have  been  less  and  the  prices 
realized  lower  than  a  year  ago,  there  being  comparatively  a  very 
small  demand  for  sheep,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  prevalence  oi 
drought  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  and  Northern  Wyom- 
ing, which  induced  sheep  buyers  to  go  that  way  on  account  of 
lower  prices  on  all  classes  of  sheep. 

The  amount  of  wool  consigned  during  the  year  has  been  very 
small,  nearly  all  of  the  wool  growers  having  sold  their  clips  at 
satisfactory  figures. 

Quite  a  number  of  old  ewes  were  shipped  out  of  the  county  in 
the  fall,  finding  little  or  no  sale ;  a  few  were  consigned  to  Eastern 
.markets,  with  disastrous  results,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  there 
will  be  any  more  attempts  made  to  ship  old  ewes  to  Eastern 
markets,  unless  they  are  in  prime,  fat  condition  before  leaving. 

On  the  whole,  the  industry  is  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition, 
and  the  prices  for  wool  for  the  coming  year  will  likely  increase 
as  compared  with  the  season  just  past,  but  it  is  evident  that  there 
will  be  a  large  number  of  sheep  for  sale  next  year,  owing  to  the 
crowded  condition  of  the  ranges  and  the  rapid  settling  up  of  the 
country  by  small  ranchers.  * 

Flathead  County. — No  sheep  except  for  butchering  purposes. 

Gallatin  County. — Good.  There  are  about  17,000  lambs  being 
fed  in  this  valley  this  winter. 

Granite  County. — No  disease  reported. 

Jefferson  County. — No  trouble  reported. 

Lewis  and  Clarke  County. — Two  growers  complain  of  loco 
weed  and  ask  for  remedy  for  it.  Another  large  company  says  the 
number  of  wolves  and  coyotes  is  decreasing  and  asks  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  bounty  law. 

Madison  County. — There  is  not  a  case  of  scab  or  any  diseased 
sheep  in  the  county. 
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The  sheep  industry  in  this  county  is  in  good  condition  and  all 
flocks  are  wintering  well. 

Meagher  County. — Several  complaints  are  made  of  loco  weed. 
No  diseased  sheep  known. 

Missoula  County. — No  commissioner  and  but  few  sheep. 

Park  County. — Good.  All  sheep  reported  in  a  healthy  condi- 
tion. 

Powell  County. — No  disease  reported  the  past  year. 
Ravalli  County. — No  disease  reported. 

Rosebud  County. — Health  condition  good.  Ranges  were  very 
dry  during  the  summer  and  fall. 

Silver  Bow-  County. — Good. 

Sweet  Grass  County.— No  scab  reported. 

Teton  County. — Sheep  reported  in  good  condition. 

Valley  County. — None  reported  during  the  past  season.  Range 
conditions  were  never  more  favorable  except  in  the  east  end  of 
the  county,  where  an  immense  tract  of  range  was  almost  entire- 
ly destroyed  by  prairie  fire  in  October,  compelling  many  stock 
owners  to  remove  their  stock  to  Dawson  County  and  North  Da- 
kota. 

Yellowstone  County. — Complaint  was  made  of  one  trail  ba>nd 
and  it  was  examined  and  placed  in  quarantine. 

Dry  season  the  past  summer  and  much  trouble  caused  by 
grasshoppers. 


36  SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

The  World's  Wool  Clip. 

The  following  table  will  also  be  interesting  to  our  wool  grow- 
ers for  comparison  as  showing  the  production  of  wool  in  the  dif- 
ferent countries  of  the  world,  and  what  a  relatively  small  por- 
tion of  the  world's  supply  of  the  leading  staple  is  produced  in 
this  country.  Europe,  though  so  much  more  densely  populated, 
and  where  land  prices  are  so  much  higher  than  here,  produces 
three  times  as  much  wool  as  the  United  States. 

There  is  one  country  in  South  America  that  produces  more 
wool  than  the  United  States,  and  is  capable  of  largely  increasing 
its  production. 

Australasia  produces  nearly  twice  as  much  as  we  do,  but  it 
liable  to  frequent  heavy  losses  through  drought. 

This  estimate  by  the  National  Association  of  Wool  Manu- 
facturers is  as  follows : 


Europe^ — 

1  United  King-dom    138,483,539 

Russia  and  Poland    361,100,000 

France    103,610,000 

Spain    102,600,000 

Germany    49,590,000. 

Austria-Hungary    64,30'0,00'0 

Italy    21,451,000 

Portugal    13,410,000 

Sweden,  Norway    8,200,000 

Turkey  and  Balkan    67,500,000 

All  other  Europe   14,000,000 


Total    944,244,539 

N'orth  America — 

United  States    316,342,032 

Britlsili  Provinces    12,000,000 

Mexico    5,000,000 


Total    333,342,032 

South  America — 

Argentine  Republic    370,000,000 

Chile    7,500,000 

Brazil    1,500,000 

Uruguay   96,000,000 

Venezuela    15,000,000 


All  other    20,000,000 


Total    510,000,000 

Cent.  America  &  W.  I   5,000,000 

Asia — 

'Russia    60,000,000 

British  India    85,000,000 

Asiatic  Turkey   33,000,000 

Central  Asia    46,000,000 

China    35,000,000 

All  other    •  15,000,000 


Total    274,000,000 

Australasia    510,000,000 

Africa — 

Algeria  and  Tunis    30,425,000 

Egypt    3,000,000 

Cape  Colony,  Nataland  and 

Orange  Free  State   100,000,000 

All  other    1,000,000 


Total    134,425,000 

Oceanica    50,000 


Grand  Total  2,711.061.571 


The  Wool  Record  by  States. 

As  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  wool  growers  of  Montana,  we 
subjoin  a  record  of  wool  production  for  1893  when  it  reached  the 
highest  point  before  the  repeal  of  the  duty,  and  for  the  last  two 
years. 

Montana  leads  all  the  states  in  the  quantity  produced,  though 
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Wyoming,  which  stands  second,  made  the  largest  gain  the  last 
year. 

It  will  be  a  surprise  to  most  to  observe  how  rapidly  the  pro- 
duction of  wool  in  Texas  has  fallen  away.  It  is  less  than  a  third 
of  what  it  was  nine  years  ago.  Not  only  New  England  and  the 
middle  states  suffered  by  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  wool,  but  all 
of  the  southern  states. 

The  total  product  of  the  country  is  still  32,000,000  pounds  short 
of  that  of  1893,  showing  how  much  easier  it  is  to  destroy  an 
industry  than  to  restore  it. 

The  Record  by  Years. 

The  American  clip  of  1893  was  the  largest  ever  recorded.  The 
clip  in  detail  by  States  for  1893,  1901  and  1902  has  been  as  fol- 
lows : 


i 

POUNDS. 

states  and  Territories. 

1902. 

1901. 

1893. 

. . . .  1,439,832 

1,509,594 

2,392,224 

409,500 

424,567 

950,936 

. .  . .  1,080,000 

1,2'26,880 

2,472.090 

,  ,   ,  198,000 

200,670 

318,192 

35,750 

36,460  . 

73,560 

Connecticut   

187,000 

126,616 

212,395 

....  5,700,000 

5,840,784 

9,328,300 

160,000 

131,815 

306,230 

Pennsylvania  

....  5,760,000 

4,650,750 

9,823,296 

39,000 

84,8120 

74,531 

560,000 

556,265 

681,777 

West  Viirglnia   

....  2,994,200 

2,326,500 

4,627,887 

....  3,500,000 

2,323,215 

6,805,359 

O'Mo   

....  14,025,000 

13,370,553 

21,893,625 

,  ,  ,  10,400,000 

10,555,942 

16,370,536 

,  ,  6,240,000 

6,635,837 

6,482,298 

,  ,  4,375,000 

4,103,021 

7,717,638 

. .  ,  6,147,500 

4,712,500 

7,189,050 

.   ,  2,450,000 

2,679,978 

2,999,646 

4,160.000 

4,726,599 

5,537,301 

....  3,867,500 

3,938,154 

6,599,688 

....  1,710,000 

1,760,000 

2,492,000 

871,250 

930,750 

1,980,575 

,   ..  212,500 

239,097 

391,920 

....  1.000,000 

1,086,136 

1,947,641 

400,000 

410,616 

532,475 

900.000 

912,496 

1,611,711 

Missisisippi   

....  1,035,000 

1,148.958 

1,862,936 

620,000 

422,484 

959,753 

Arkansas   

  720,000 

717,234 

1,441,956 

....  1,275,000 

1,253,032 

2,977,849 

1,280,000 

1,495,896 

3,117,016 

2,640,000 

2,471,153 

2,452,518 

South  Dakota  

  3,295,500 

2,777,190 

1,994,000 

  2,925,000 

2,921,204 

2,440,000 

  35,567,000 

30,553,990 

17,696,686 

  34,610,000 

26,856,420 

10,187,820 
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Idaho   

Washington 

Oregon   

California  . . 
Nevada   . . . . 

Utah   

Colorado  . . . 
Arizona  .... 
New  Mexico 

Texas   

Oklahoma  . . 


18,125,000 
4,760,000 

17,000,000 

12,506,000 
4,118,000 

16,900,000 
9,100,000 
5,017,500 

14,280,000 
9,360,000 
390,000 


20,336,250 
4,888,000 
16,169,320" 
12,318,950 
4,437.000 
16,828,044 
8,452,019 
5,013,435 
15,725,000 
15,064,634 


201,500 


6,114,096 
5,766,775 
19,648,616 
2-6,808,444 
4,441,448 
14,823,0€9 
9,236,130 
5,227,911 
12,285,369 
30,341,857 


Total   

Pulled  Wool 


274,*341,032 
42,000,000 


265, 502,328 
37,000,000 


301,538,138 
47,000,000 


Total  product 


316,341,032 


302,502,328 


348,538,188 


SHEEP  QUARANTINE  PROCLAMATION— 1902. 

State  of  Montana,  Executive  Office, 

Helena,  Montana,  May  27,  1902. 
Whereas,  Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Montana,  entitled :  "An  Act  to  Pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  a  State  Veterinary  Surgeon,  and  to 
suppress  and  prevent  dissemination  of  infectious  diseases  among 
domestic  animals,"  it  is  made  my  duty,  whenever  I  shall  have 
good  reason  to  believe  that  any  disease  covered  by  this  Act  has 
become  epizootic  in  certain  localities  in  other  States  or  Territor- 
ies, or  that  conditions  exist  that  render  Rams,  Ewes,  Lambs, 
Wethers  or  Stock  Sheep  liable  to  convey  disease,  that  I  shall 
thereupon,  by  proclamation,  schedule  such  localities  and  prohibit 
from  them  the  importation  of  Rams,  Ewes,  Lambs,  Wethers  and 
Stock  Sheep  into  this  State,  except  under  such  restrictions  as  I, 
after  consultation  with  the  Veterinary  Surgeon  may  deem 
proper;  and, 

Whereas,  I  have  reasons  to  believe  that  conditions  exist  which 
render  the  class  of  sheep  herein  designated  Rams,  Ewes,  Lambs, 
Wethers  or  Stock  Sheep  when  brpught  into  this  state  liable  to 
convey  the  disease  known  as  "Scab"  and  other  contagious  or  in- 
fectious diseases,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  all  Rams,  Ewes, 
Lambs,  Wethers  or  Stock  Sheep  imported  into  the  State  of  Mon- 
tana from  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  or  For- 
eign Countries  whatsoever,  must,  when  shipped,  be  loaded  at 
point  of  starting,  into  properly  disinfected  car  or  cars,  and  ship- 
ped in  such  properly  disinfected  car  or  cars  into  this  State,  where, 
upon  arrival  at  the  State  line  of  Montana,  or  the  closest  available 
point  thereto  where  the  sheep  are  to  be  unloaded  to  be  driven 
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to  destination  in  the  State,  and  before  being  turned  upon  the 
public  domain  or  upon  private  premises,  and  all  Rams,  Ewes, 
Lambs,  Wethers  or  Stock  Sheep  driven  into  or  through  any  por- 
tion of  the  State  from  any  adjoining  State  or  County  avoiding  all 
quarantine  yards  or  areas,  shall  be  held  at  such  point  or  points 
as  may  be  hereinafter  designated  and  there  dipped  under  the 
supervision  of  the  State  Veterinarian  through  the  Deputy  Sheep 
Inspector  of  the  County  into  which  the  sheep  are  to  remain,  and 
said  sheep  shall  be  dipped  in  some  recognized  and  reliable  dip 
known  to  be  efficient  m  the  cure  of  Scab,  twice,  the  second  dip  to 
occur  within  ten  days,  or  between  ten  and  twelve  days  after  the 
first  dipping.  After  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  from  the  last 
dipping,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Deputy  Sheep  Inspector  herein 
designated,  or  the  State  Veterinarian,  said  sheep  are  found  free 
from  disease,  they  may  under  proper  restrictions  be  then  con- 
veyed to  the  range  on  which  they  are  to  be  kept,  providing  that 
these  regulations  shall  not  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  ninety 
days'  quarantine  prescribed  by  law,  if  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Deputy  Sheep  Inspector  or  the  State  Veterinarian  it  is  necessary 
to  detain  such  sheep  after  they  have  been  dipped.  The  above 
shall  apply  only  to  all  sheep  intended  for  detention  or  ownership 
within  the  State  of  Montana  to  be  fed  and  grazed  upon  the  put- 
lie  domain  and  private  property. 

This  proclamation  must  not  be  construed  excepting  as  above 
written.  The  State  Veterinarian  or  Deputy  Sheep  Inspectors 
throughout  the  State  are  hereby  ordered  to  carry  out  the  intent 
of  this  proclamation  to  the  letter. 

This  proclamation  is  issued  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  adopt- 
ed at  a  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Sheep  Commissioners  at 
their  annual  meeting  on  December  2,  1901,  which  said  resolutions 
are  in  words  and  figures  as  follows,  to-w4t: 

"Whereas  reports  have  come  from  members  of  the  Sheep  Com- 
mission of  the  State  of  Montana  that  the  quarantine  regulations 
of  the  Proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  Montana,  issued  January 
19,  1901,  is  not  being  strictly  complied  with  and  is  in  some  cases 
construed  as  giving  discretionary  powers  to  the  Sheep  Inspectors 
as  to  enforcing  the  ninety  day  quarantine  regulations. 

Be  it  Resolved,  By  the  Board  of  Sheep  Commissioners  of  the 
State  of  Montana  in  convention  assembled : 

That  we  request  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Montana  to  issue 
another  proclamation  explicitly  commanding  the  Sheep  Inspect- 
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ors  to  rigidly  enforce  the  provisions  of  said  proclamation  and  see 
that  every  sheep  brought  into  this  State  shall  be  dipped  twice, 
and  kept  in  quarantine  for  a  period  of  ninety  days  at  the  State 
line  or  at  the  point  of  destination  if  brought  in  by  railroad." 

In  Witness  Whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused 
the  great  Seal  of  the  State  of  Montana  to  be  afhxed  at  the  City 
of  Helena,  the  Capital  of  said  State,  this  Twenty-Seventh  da}^  of 
]\Iay,  A.  D.  One  Thousand  Nine  Hundred  and  Two. 

(Seal) 

J.  K.  TOOLE. 

By  the  Governor: 

GEO.  M.  HAYS, 

Secretary  of  State. 


EXLANATORY. 

In  order  that  the  foregoing  sheep  quarantine  proclamation  may 
be  fully  understood,  we  desire  to  explain  that  its  object  is  to 
prevent  the  use  of  any  other  than  absolutely  clean  rams  for  breed- 
ing purposes  in  MJontana.  The  outbreak  of  scab  in  one  locality  in 
this  state  is  directly  traceable  to  the  importation  and  use  of  rams 
which  proved  to  be  affected  with  scab. 

Under  this  proclamation,  issued  by  the  Governor  in  accord- 
ance with  law,  it  will  be  necessary  for  rams  which  are  to  be  used 
during  the  approaching  breeding  season  in  December,  1903,  to  be 
in  the  state  90  days  prior  to  that  time,  which  would  make  it  on 
or  about  September  ist,  1903.  They  must  not  only  be  in  the 
state  by  that  time,  but  must  be  reported  promptly  to  the  deputy 
sheep  inspector  of  the  county  of  destination  so  as  to  be  dipped 
promptly  and  placed  in  the  required  ninety  day  quarantine. 
Under  no  circumstances  can  they  be  released  and  used  before 
the  expiration  of  this  period. 

A  list  of  the  county  inspectors  will  be  found  on  the  last  page 
of  this  pamphlet  to  whom  imported  sheep  must  be  reported  for 
inspection.  This  report  will  be  distributed  as  widely  as  possible 
to  Montana  sheep  owners  and  eastern  breeders  so  that  all  con- 
cerned may  be  fullv  advised.  Further  copies  will  be  sent  to 
anyone  upon  application  to  the  secretary. 

To  avoid  trouble  get  your  imported  rams  into  Montana  and 
have  them  dipped  and  inspected  on  or  before  September  ist,  1903, 

CORNELIUS  HEDGES,  Secretary. 

Helena,  Montana. 
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RULES  FOR  THE  GUIDANCE  OF  DEPUTY  SHEEP 
INSPECTORS. 


FIRST  DUTIES  OF  INSPECTORS. 

1.  In  first  inspection  examine  carefully  for  scab,  foot-rot,  and 
(aptha)  sore-mouth.  If  unusual  symptoms  are  shown  with  which 
you  are  not  familiar,  place  sheep  in  close  quarantine  and  send  for 
State^  Veterinarian. 

GOVERNOR'S  QUARANTINE  PROCLAMATION  TO  BE 

OBSERVED. 

2.  Always  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Governor's  Quar- 
antine Proclamation  for  the  current  year. 

INQUIRE  WHETHER  SHEEP  INSPECTED  ARE  IM- 
PORTED OR  DOMESTIC. 

3.  In  making  inspections  the  Inspector  must  ascertain 
whether  or  not  the  sheep  examined  are  domestic  or  imported ;  if 
imported,  from  what  state,  territory,  or  foreign  country  the  ship- 
ment originates. 

INSPECTION  CHARGES  PAYABLE  BY  OWNER. 

4.  If  the  sheep  inspected  are  imported  into  the  county  from 
outside  of  Montana,  the  Inspector  must  collect  all  charges  and 
expenses  of  inspection,  dipping,  etc.,  from  the  owner,  agent," or 
person  in  charge  of  such  sheep,  as  provided  in  Section  3038,  of  the 
Political  Code.  Sucli  inspection  charges  are  a  lien  upon  the 
sheep  under  the  law,  and  the  failure  of  the  owner  or  person  in 
charge  to  report  such  sheep  for  inspection  is  also  punishable  by 
law. 

INSPECTION  CHARGES  PAYABLE  BY  THE  STATE. 

5.  If  the  sheep  inspected  have  been  permanently  located  in 
Montana,  the  charges  for  the  first  inspection  and,  in  case  of 
disease,  for  last  inspection  and  release  from  quarantine,  in  one 
season,  are  the  only  proper  items  chargeable  against  the  state 
fund.  In  such  cases  all  other  expenses,  including  those  for  dip- 
ping and  supervising  the  dipping  of  such  sheep,  are  chargeable 
to  the  owner,  agent,  or  person  in  charge  of  the  sheep,  as  pro- 
vided in  Section  3033  of  the  Political  Code. 

SHEEP  MOVED  FROM  ONE  COUNTY  TO  ANOTHER 
SHOULD  HAVE  CERTIFICATES. 

6.  Sheep  going  from  one  county  to  another  within  the  state 
should  be  accompanied  with  clean  bills  of  health  from  the  in- 
spector of  the  county  in  which  they  originate. 
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INSPECTIONS  TO  BE  MADE  UPON  RELIABLE  INFOR- 
MATION. 

7.  Inspections  are  to  be  made  only  upon  reliable  information 
or  order  of  the  Sheep  Commissioner  for  the  county  where  the 
sheep  to  be  inspected  are  located. 

OWNER  TO  PAY  FOR  BILL  OF  HEALTH  ON  SHEEP  BE- 
ING SHIPPED  TO  OTHER  STATES. 

8.  Bills  of  health  issued  for  Montana  sheep  being  shipped 
out  of  the  state  are  to  be  given  without  charge  to  the  owner  if 
the  inspector  knows  such  sheep  to  be  free  from  disease  without 
a  personal  inspection.  If  the  inspector  is  required  to  make  an 
inspection  to  issue  such  bill  of  health  the  owner  must  pay  for  it. 

FEES  FOR  INSPECTION. 

9.  Inspectors  will  be  allowed  compensation  at  not  to  exceed 
$8.00  per  day  for  the  time  necessarily  employed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties,  which  sum  must  cover  all  traveling  and 
other  expenses. 

INSPECTIONS  TO  BE  REPORTED  TO  SHEEP  COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 

10.  Inspectors  are  required  to  report  to  the  Sheep  Commis- 
sioner of  the  county  all  sheep  inspected  for  export,  the  time 
spent  in  inspecting  the  same,  and  the  fees  received  for  such  in- 
spections. 

HOW  BILLS  ARE  TO  BE  PREPARED. 

11.  Bills  against  the  Sheep  Inspector  and  Indemnity  Fund 
should  be  made  out  on  the  blank  forms  provided  by  the  Board 
which  will  be  furnished  by  the  Secretary  upon  application.  It  is 
required  that  such  bills  be  sworn  to  before  a  Notary  Public  and 
that  they  have  the  approval  of  the  Sheep  Commissioners  for  the 
county  before  submission  to  the  State  Board.  Bills  against  the 
state  are  passed  upon  but  once  in  each  month — the  third  Monday 
of  the  month. 

DIPS  TO  BE  USED. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  it  was  ordered  that  in  the 
treatment  of  scab  no  dip  be  allowed  to  be  used  except — 

First — The  tobacco-and-sulphur  dip,  containing  not  less  than 
five  one-hundredths  of  one  per  cent,  of  nicotine  and  two  per  cent, 
of  flowers  of  sulphur,  or — 

Second — The  lime-and-sulphur  dip,  made  with  eight  pounds  of 
unslaked  lime  and  24  pounds  of  flowers  of  sulphur  to  100  gallons 
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of  water;  the  lime  and  sulphur  should  be  boiled  together  for  not 
less  than  two  hours. 

For  the  extermination  of  ticks  or  other  parasites  except  scab, 
flock-masters  are  allowed  to  use  any  effective  dip. 


ATTORNEY  GENERAL'S  OPINION  OF  FOREGOING 

RULES. 

Helena,  Montana,  January  2,  igoo. 
Cornelius  Hedges,  Esq.,  Helena,  Montana: 

Dear  Sir — Replying-  to  your  favor  of  the  30th  ult.,  and  return- 
ing herewith  copy  of  rules  for  the  guidance  of  Deputy  Sheep  In- 
spectors, I  have  carefully  examined  same  and  find  that  they  are 
in  conformity  with  the  statutory  provisions  relating  to  the  mat- 
ters covered. 

Very  truly  yours, 

C.  B.  NOLAN, 
Attorney  General. 


RAILROAD  FEEDING  POINTS  AND  GRAZING  AREAS 
FOR  SHEEP  BEING  TRANSPORTED  THROUGH 
THE  STATE. 

ON  NORTHERN  PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

"The  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company  is  authorized  to 
transport  sheep  through  the  states  of  Montana  and  North  Da- 
kota, when  accompanied  by  certificates  of  good  health,  as  describ- 
ed herein,  with  permission  to  allow  grazing  outside  the  stock- 
yards at  the  following  points  and  within  the  limits  specified." 

PLAINS — Three  miles  north  and  south  of  the  right  of  way, 
five  miles  east  and  west  of  the  unloading  pens  and  in  line  with 
the  right  of  way. 

SELISH — Three  miles  north  and  south  of  the  right  of  way, 
five  miles  east  and  west  of  the  unloading  pens  and  in  line  with 
the  right  of  way. 

DRUMMOND — Three  miles  north  and  south  of  the  right  of 
way,  five  miles  east  and  west  of  the  unloading  pens  and  in  line 
with  the  right  of  way. 

ELLISTON — From  Elliston  east  along  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  to  the  Lewis  and  Clarke  County  boundary  line,  and 
ten  miles  north  of  the  railroad  between  these  two  points. 
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LIVINGSTON — Three  miles  north  and  south  of  the  right  of 
way. 

FORSYTH — Four  miles  north  and  south  of  the  right  of  way, 
and  four  miles  east  and  west  of  the  unloading  pens  in  line  with 
the  right  of  way. 

GLENDIVE — Two  miles  north  and  south  of  the  right  of  way 
and  five  miles  east  from  the  unloading  pens  in  line  with  the  right 
of  way. 

The  grazing  points  in  North  Dakota  are  Belfield,  Sims,  Ster- 
ling, Medina,  Mandan  and  Jamestown. 

ON  GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILROAD. 

BALTIC — Bebinning  five  miles  north  of  Cut  Bank  on  the  east 
line  of  the  Blackfoot  Reservation,  thence  east  fifteen  miles,  thence 
south  ten  miles,  thence  west  fifteen  miles,  thence  north  five  miles 
to  the  point  of  beginning,  with  Baltic  practically  in  the  center. 

NASHUA — Beginning  at  Nashua  running  north  ten  miles  up 
Porcupine  Creek,  thence  west  ten  miles,  thence  south  ten  miles^ 
thence  east  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

The  Great  Northern  has  yards  at  the  following  places  where 
sheep  are  unloaded  for  feeding  in  the  yards  but  with  no  grazing 
privileges  outside:  Butte,  Boulder,  Helena,  Craig,  Cascade, 
Great  Falls,  Fort  Benton,  Big  Sandy,  Havre,  Chinook,  Malta, 
Saco,  Hinsdale,  Oswego,  and  Culbertson. 
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DIRECTIONS  FOR  PREPARATION  OF  SHEEP-DIP. 

Prepared  by  Dr.  M.  E.  Knowles,  State  Veterinarian. 
LIME-SULPHUR  DIP. 
Take  eight  pounds  of  unslacked  lime,  place  in  a  receptacle  and 
add  sufficient  hot  water  to  slack  the  lime  and  form  a  paste.  Sift 
into  this  lime  twenty-four  pounds  of  Flowers  of  Sulphur  and  stir 
thoroughly.  After  the  lime  and  sulphur  are  thoroughly  mixed, 
place  the  mixture  in  a  boiler  with  twenty-four  to  thirty  gallons 
of  boiling  water,  and  boil  the  mixture  for  two  to  three  hours; 
never  less  than  two  hours,  always  remembering  that  the  longer 
the  mixture  is  boiled  the  more  sulphur  will  dissolve,  making  the 
ooze  less  caustic.  A  little  water  can  be  added  from  time  to 
time  if  required.  Now  pour  the  mixture  into  a  tub,  barrel  or 
other  receptacle,  placed  near  the  dipping  vat  and  provided  with  a 
bung-hole  four  or  five  inches  from  the  bottom,  and  allow  plenty 
of  time  to  settle.  When  fully  settled,  draw  off  the  clear  liquid 
into  the  dipping  vat  and  add  sufficient  warm  water  to  make  lOO 
gallons  of  dip. 

The  dip  should  always  be  kept  at  a  temperature  of  115  degrees 
to  120  degrees,  never  be  allowed  to  get  below  no  degrees  or 
above  122  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

NICOTINE-SULPHUR  DIP. 

As  the  preparation  of  Nicotine  Dip  from  leaf  tobacco,  in  this 
country  is  too  expensive,  it  will  be  assumed  that  some  of  the  pre- 
pared tobacco  dips  will  be  purchased.  This  dip  should  contain 
five  one-hundredths  of  one  per  cent  of  nicotine  to  the  100  gallons 
of  dip,  in  addition  to  which  sixteen  pounds  to  the  100  gallons 
should  be  used.  The  Flowers  of  Sulphur  should  be  mixed  into 
paste  with  water  in  a  pail  or  barrel,  then  be  added  to  the  to- 
bacco dip  and  thoroughly  stirred. 

This  dip  as  stated  for  the  above,  should  be  kept  constantly  at 
a  temperature  of  from  115  degrees  to  120  degrees,  and  never  al- 
lowed to  drop  below  no  degrees.  In  dipping  sheep  for  scab  a 
watch  should  always  be  used  in  timing  them,  and  never  allow 
one  to  leave  the  vat  under  two  and  one-half  minutes,  and  three 
minutes  before  shearing.  In  dipping  for  ticks,  they  should  be 
detained  at  least  one  minute  in  the  vat. 
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NEW  BOUNTY  LAW. 

Approved  and  in  effect  March  2,  1901. 

Bill  for  An  Act  to  Amend  Section  3070  and  Section  3076  Ar- 
ticle 8,  Chapter  5,  Title  7,  Part  3,  of  the  Political  Code  as  Amend- 
ed by  the  Act  Approved  February  27th,  1899,  Relating  to  the 
Payment  of  Bounty  on  Wild  Animals. 

Be  it  Enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Mon- 
tana : 

Section  i.  That  Section  3070  of  Article  8,  Chapter  5,  Title 
7,  Part  3,  of  the  Political  Code  as  amended  by  the  Act  approved 
February  27th,  1899,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Section  3070.  There  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  in  this  act 
hereafter  created  for  the  killing  of  the  following  named  animals 
hereafter  killed  in  the  State  of  Montana  the  following  bounties: 

For  each  grown  wolf  five  dollars.  For  each  grown  coyote  five 
dollars.  For  each  wolf  or  coyote  pup  five  dollars.  For  each 
mountain  lion  seven  dollars. 

Section  2.  That  Section  3076,  Article  8,  Chapter  5,  Title  7, 
Part  3,  of  the  Political  Code  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  3076.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners of  each  county  in  this  State  at  the  time  of  making 
the  levy  of  the  annual  tax  to  levy  a  special  tax  of  three  mills  on 
the  dollar  upon  the  assessed  valuation  of  all  cattle,  horses,  mules, 
asses,  and  sheep  in  their  respective  counties  which  tax  shall  be 
collected  as  other  taxes  upon  like  property  and  when  so  collected 
shall  be  paid  into  the  State  bounty  fund  aforesaid,  which  fund 
shall  be  preserved  inviolate  for  the  payment  of  bounties  herein 
above  provided  for  and  any  county  commissioner  who  shall 
refuse  or  interfere  to  prevent  the  levy  of  the  tax  aforesaid  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  upon  conviction  thereof 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  $500  or  imprisonment 
in  the  county  jail  not  exceeding  three  months  or  by  both  such  fine 
or  imprisonment. 

Section  3.  All  Acts  or  parts  of  Acts  in  conflict  herewith  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Section  4.  This  Act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  full  force  from 
and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 
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LAWS   RELATING  TO  SHEEP  INSPECTION— POLITI- 
CAL CODE  OF  MONTANA. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Deputy  Veterinary  Surgeon — Sheep  Inspector — Disease. 
Section  3030.   Deputy  Inspector. 
Section  3031.   Residence  and  oath. 
Section  3032.   Duties  of. 
Section  3033.  Same. 

Section  3034.   Quiar.antine  by  Glover  noir. 

Section  3035.   As  to  other  states.  , 

Section  3036.   Quarantined  sheep,  how  cared  for. 

Section  3037.    Scabby  sheep  not  to  be  moved. 

Section  3038.    Inspection  of  sheep  from  other  states. 

Section  3039.   Deputy  Inspector's  compensation. 

Section  3040.   Form  of  bill  and  vouchers. 

Section  3041.   Deputy  Inspector  to  keep  book. 

Section  3042.   Penalty  for  violation  of  dhapter. 

Section  3043.   Penalty  for  bringing  diseased  sheep  into  state. 

Section  3044.    Report  of  Deputy  Inspector. 

Section  3045.    Additional  inspector  appointed. 

Section  3046.  Levy  of  tax  for  the  Sheep  Inspector  and  Indemnity  Fund 
Section  3030.  The  state  veterinary  surgeon,  upon  the  request 
of  the  president  or  secretary  of  any  organized  wool  growera  asso- 
ciation in  any  county  in  the  state,  or  of  any  three  sheep  owners 
in  any  county,  must  appoint  a  capable  person  as  deputy  inspector 
in  such  county,  who  holds  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
veterinary  surgeon,  and  must  perform  the  duties  hereinafter  de- 
scribed. (Under  act  approved  March  5,  1897,  Inspectors  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  Sheep  Commissioners  and  confirmed  by  tht 
Board.) 

Section  3031.  The  deputy  inspector  must  be  a  resident  of  the 
county  for  which  he  is  appointed.  He  must,  before  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  the  constitutional  oath  of  ofiice. 

Section  3032.  The  deputy  inspector  must  inspect  all  sheep 
within  his  county  of  which  he  may  receive  notice,  as  provided 
in  the  next  section,  and  in  case  he  finds  the  same  are  not  diseased, 
he  must  make  and  issue  a  certificate  stating  such  fact.  But  if 
the  sheep  are  diseased,  or  have  been  herded  upon  the  range  or  in 
corrals  which  have  within  the  past  ninety  days  previous  thereto 
been  used  or  occupied  by  any  diseased  or  infected  sheep,  the  regu- 
lations for  their  quarantine,  holding  and  keeping  must  at  once  be 
made  by  such  deputy.  Each  deputy  inspector  so  appointed  must 
personally  supervise  the  dipping  of  every  band  of  scabby  sheep 
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within  his  county,  and  appoint  the  date  for  each  and  every  dip- 
ping; he  has  the  right  to  determine  and  superintend  the  propor- 
tion and  mixture  of  materials,  and  must  cause  all  sheep  quaran- 
tined to  be  distinctly  marked. 

Section  3033.  Upon  receipt  of  information,  in  writing,  of  any 
of  the  facts  mentioned  in  the  preceding  section,  the  deputy  in- 
spector must  immediately  cause  the  diseased  sheep,  and  all  sheep 
running  in  the  same  flock  with  them,  to  be  examined,  and  if  found 
so  diseased,  to  be  quarantined  and  held  within  a  certain  limit  or 
place,  to  be  defined  by  him,  and  such  sheep  must  be  held  in  quar- 
antine until  the  owner,  or  person  in  charge,  has  eradicated  such 
scab  or  infectious  disease.  The  expense  of  feeding,  holding, 
dipping,  marking  and  taking  care  of  all  sheep  quarantined  under 
the  provisions  of  this  article  must  be  paid  by  the  owner,  agent, 
or  person  in  charge  of  such  sheep. 

Section  3034.  Whenever  the  governor,  by  proclamation,  quar- 
antines sheep  for  inspection,  as  provided  in  the  next  section,  any 
sheep  brought  into  Montana,  the  deputy  inspector  of  the  county 
in  which  such  sheep  may  come,  must  immediately  inspect  the 
sarne,  and  if  he  finds  that  they  are  infected  with  scab,  or  any 
other  infectious  disease,  he  must  cause  the  same  to  be  held  with- 
in a  certain  limit  or  place  in  his  said  county,  to  be  defined  by 
him,  until  such  disease  has  been  eradicated,  as  provided  in  the 
next  preceding  section. 

Section  3035.  Whenever  the  governor  has  reason  to  believe 
that  any  disease  mentioned  in  this  article  has  become  epidemic 
in  certain  localities  in  any  other  state  or  territory,  or  that  condi- 
tions exist  that  render  sheep  likely  to  convey  disease,  he  must 
thereupon  by  proclamation,  designate  such  localities  and  prohibit 
the  importation  from  them  of  any  sheep  into  this  state,  except 
under  such  restrictions  as  he,  after  consultation  with  the  veteri- 
nary surgeon,  may  deem  proper.  Any  person,  who,  after  publi- 
cation of  such  proclamation,  knowingly  receives  in  charge  any 
such  sheep  from  any  of  the  prohibited  districts  and  transports 
or  conveys  the  same  to  and  within  the  limits  of  any  of  the  coun- 
ties of  this  state,  is  punishable  as  provided  in  Chapter  II,  Title 
XV,  Part  I,  of  the  Penal  Code,  and  is  liable  for  all  damages  that 
may  be  sustained  by  any  person  by  reason  of  the  importation  of 
such  prohibited  sh^ep. 

Section  3036.  Upon  issuing  such  proclamation  the  owners  of 
persons  in  charge  of  any  sheep  being   shipped    into  Montana, 
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against  which  quarantine  has  been  declared,  must  forthwith  noti- 
fy the  deputy  inspector  of  the  county  into  which  such  sheep 
first  come,  of  such  arrival,  and  such  owner  or  person  in  charge 
must  not  allow  any  sheep  so  quarantined  to  pass  over  or  upon 
any  public  highway,  or  upon  the  ranges  occupied  by  other  sheep, 
or  within  five  miles  of  any  corral  in  which  sheep  are  usually  cor- 
ralled until  such  sheep  have  first  been  inspected,  and  any  person 
failing  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  section  is  punish- 
able as  provided  in  Chapter  II-,  Title  XV,  Part  I,  of  the  Penal 
Code,  and  is  liable  for  all  damages  sustained  by  any  person  by 
reason  of  the  failure  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Section  3037.  In  no  case  must  any  scabby  sheep  be  allowed  to 
be  removed  from  one  point  to  another  within  any  county,  or  from 
one  county  to  another,  or  any  sheep  that  have  within  one 
year  been  scabby,  without  a  written  certificate  from  the  deputy 
inspector.  Such  sneep  may  be  transferred  and  removed  with  the 
written  consent  of  all  the  sheep  owners  or  managers  along  the 
route,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed  location,  except  those 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  section.  Any  person  violating  the 
provisions  of  this  section  is  punishable  as  prescribed  in  Chapter 
II,  Title  XV,  Part  I,  of  the  Penal  Code. 

Section  3038.  Upon  the  arrival  of  any  sheep  into  this  state 
from  any  other  country,  state  or  territory,  the  owner  or  agent  in 
charge  must  immediately  report  to  the  deputy  inspector  of  the 
county  in  which  such  sheep  first  come  for  inspection,  and  such 
deputy  must  immediately  inspect  the  same.  If  the  owner  or 
agent  fails  to  report  for  inspection,  the  person  so  oflending  is 
punishable  as  provid'ed  in  Chapter  II,  Title  XV,  Part  I,  of  the 
Penal  Code.  The  expense  of  such  inspection  must  be  borne 
by  the  owner,  and  is  a  lien  upon  the  sheep,  which  may  be  sold  to 
satisfy  the  lien,  as  provided  by  law. 

Section  3039.  The  deputy  inspector  in  each  county  receives 
for  his  services,  while  necessarily  employed  in  inspection,  not  ex^ 
ceeding  eight  dollars  per  day,  which  includes  all  traveling  ex- 
penses, of  whatever  kind  and  nature,  incurred  in  going  to  and 
from  the  places  where  such  inspection  is  had.  When  a  deputy 
veterinary  surgeon,  as  provided  in  Section  3018  of  this  code,  is 
permanently  located  in  a  county,  it  is  his  duty  to  perform  the 
duties  imposed  in  this  article  upon  deputy  inspectors,  and  for 
his  services  receives  the  same  compensation  as  the  deputy  in- 
spector, which  must  be  paid  in  the  same  manner. 
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Section  3040.  Whenever  any  deputy  inspector  files  in  the 
office  of  the  state  auditor  proper  vouchers,  duly  approved  by  the 
veterinary  surgeon,  setting  forth : 

1.  The  name  in  full  of  such  deputy  inspector. 

2.  The  kind  and  nature  of  the  services  rendered. 

3.  The  particular  locality  where  the  work  was  done. 

4.  The  time  when  and  the  length  of  time  employed. 

5.  The  number  of  sheep  inspected  and  the  name  of  the  owner 
or  person  in  charge. 

6.  The  diseases  treated,  and  the  number  treated  for  each  dis- 
ease, and  the  length  of  time  of  such  treatment  and  the  result. 

7.  The  amount  claimed  and  the  value  of  such  services. 

The  state  auditor  must  audit  the  same,  and  if  found  correct, 
draw  a  warrant  in  favor  of  such  deputy  inspector,  payable  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  "sheep  inspector  and  indemnity  fund.* 

Section  3041.  Every  deputy  appointed  under  the  provisions 
of  this  article,  must  keep  a  book,  to  be  known  as  the  "Inspection 
Record,"  in  which  he  must  enter  and  record  all  his  official  acts 
and  proceedings.  Such  record  must  particularly  show  the  name 
of  the  owner  of  every  flock  of  sheep  inspected,  when  the  same 
was  inspected,  and  the  number  in  each  flock,  the  result  of  such 
inspection,  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  certificates  have 
been  granted,  and  when,  and  . all  orders  and  directions  made  in 
relation  to  any  matters  herein  designated. 

Section  3042.  Any  person  who  fails  to  comply  with  or  disre- 
gards any  orders  or  directions  made  by  any  deputy  inspector  un- 
der the  provisions  of  this  article,  is  punishable  as  provided  in 
Chapter  II,  Title  XV,  Part  I,  of  the  Penal  Code. 

Section  3043.  It  is  unlawful  for  any  person  to  bring  into  the 
state  any  sheep  infected  with  scab  or  any  other  contagious  dis- 
ease. Every  person  so  offending  is  punishable  as  provided  in 
Chapter  II,  Title  XV,  art  I,  of  the  Penal  Code. 

Section  3044.  Every  deputy  inspector  must,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  August  each  year,  report  to  the  state  veterinary  sur- 
geon in  writing,  showing  from  his  inspection  record  particularly 
the  matters  therein  contained  since  his  last  report,  and  the  vet- 
erinary surgeon  must  embody  the  information  thus  given  in  his 
report  to  the  governor. 

Section  3045.  The  veterinary  surgeon,  if  necessary,  may  ap- 
point more  than  one  deputy  inspector  in  a  county,  and  may  define 
the  particular  part  of  a  county  in  which  a  deputy  is  to  perform 
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his  duties,  and  any  deputy  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  this 
article  who,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  powers  conferred  upon 
him  by  reason  of  such  appointment,  oppresses,  wrongs  or  in- 
jures any  person,  is  punishable  as  provided  in  Section  301  of 
the  Penal  Code. 

Section  3046.  The  board  of  county  commissioners  at  the  time 
of  the  annual  levy  of  taxes  must  levy  a  special  tax  not  exceeding 
one-half  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar,  or  so  much  thereof  as  is  neces- 
sary on  the  assessed  value  of  all  sheep  in  the  county,  and  the 
money  collected  from  such  tax  constitutes  the  "sheep  inspector 
and  indemnity  fund."  Such  tax  must  be  collected  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  taxes  and  paid  into  the  state  treasury,  as  other  • 
taxes  are.  The  money  in  the  "sheep  inspector  and  indemnity 
fund"  must  be  used  in  the  payment  of  the  salaries  and  expenses 
of  the  deputy  sheep  inspector  as  provided  in  this  article  and  all 
other  expenses  arising  thereunder  except  the  salary  of  the  state 
veterinary  surgeon.  All  other  salaries  and  expenses  must  not 
be  a  charge  against  the  state. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
Rams,  He-Goats  and  Diseased  Animals  Not  to  Run  at  Large. 

Section  306O.  Rams  and  he-g-oats  not  to  run  at  large. 

Section  3061.  Penalty. 

Section  3062.  Liability  to  civil  daimaigies. 

Section  3063.  Diseased  animals  not  to  run  at  large. 

Section  3060.  It  is  unlawful  for  any  owner  or  person  having 
the  management  or  control  of  any  ram  or  he-goat  to  permit  the 
same  to  run  at  large  between  the  first  day  of  August  and  the 
first  day  of  December  of  each  year. 

Section  3061.  Any  person  violating  the  provisions  of  this  ar- 
ticle is  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof  must 
be  punished  as  provided  in  Section  1164  of  the  Penal  Code. 

Section  3062.  Any  person  damaged  by  rams  or  he-goats  run- 
ning at  large  during  the  time  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this 
article,  may  recover  in  a  civil  action  any  damages  sustained  there- 

by. 

Section  3063.  It  is  unlawful  for  the  owner  or  for  any  person 
having  in  charge  any  horse,  mule,  ass,  sheep  or  cattle  affected 
with  any  contagious  disease  to  allow  such  diseased  animal  to  run 
on  any  range,  or  within  any  enclosure  where  such  animals  may 
come  in  contact  with  any  other  animal  not  so  diseased.  All 
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animals  so  affected  with  contagious  disease  must  be  at  once  re- 
moved by  the  owner  thereof,  or  the  person  in  charge  of  the  same, 
to  some  secure  inside  enclosure,  where  contact  with  other  ani- 
mals by  reaching  over  or  through  the  fence  of  said  enclosure  will 
be  impossible,  or  must  be  strictly  herded  six  miles  away  from 
any  farm  or  from  any  other  stock  running  at  large  or  being 
herded.  Every  person  who  knowingly  neglects  or  refuses  to 
remove  or  to  so  inclose  or  herd  away  from  farms  or  other  stock 
such  diseased  animals  affected  with  contagious  disease,  after 
having  received  notice  of  their  diseased  condition,  is  punishable 
as  provided  in  Section  700  of  the  Penal  Code,  and  is  liable  for 
damages  to  the  party  injured. 


PENALTIES  FOR  VIOLATION  OF  SHEEP  LAWS.  , 

Penal  Code  of  Montana. 
FOR  SELLING  DISEASED  ANIMALS. 

Section  700.  Any  person  who  shall  knowingly  sell  or  offer 
for  sale,  or  use,  or  expose,  or  who  shall  cause  or  procure  to  be 
sold  or  offered  for  sale,  or  used,  or  exposed,  any  horse,  mule,  or 
other  animal  having  the  disease  known  as  glanders,  farcy,  or 
any  contagious  disease,  or  violates  any  of  the  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion 3063  of  the  Political  Code,  is  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 
PENALTY  FOR  ALLOWING  RAMS  TO  RUN  AT  LARGE. 

Section  1164.  Every  person  who  owns,  controls,  or  has  the 
custody  of  any  ram  or  he-goat,,  and  allows  the  same  to  run  at 
large  between  the  first  day  of  August  and  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber of  each  year,  is  punishable  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars. 

FOR  REMOVING  DISEASED  SHEEP. 
Section  1169.  Every  person  who  removes  from  one  point  to 
another  in  any  of  the  counties  of  this  state,  or  from  one  county 
to  another,  any  scabby  sheep,  or  any  sheep  that  have  been  scabby 
within  one  year,  without  the  written  certificate  of  the  sheep  in- 
spector, or  the  written  consent  of  all  the  sheep  owners  or  man- 
agers along  the  route,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed  location, 
is  punishable  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars.  This 
section  does  not  apply  to  scabby  sheep  imported  into  this  state 
and  against  which  quarantine  has  been  declared. 
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FOR  BRINGING  DISEASED  SHEEP  INTO  THE  STATE. 

Section  1170.  Every  person  who  brings  into  this  state  sheep 
infected  with  scab  or  other  infectious  disease  or  any  horses, 
mules,  asses  or  cattle  infected  with  any  contagious  disease,  is 
punishable  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 

FOR  DISREGARDING  ORDERS  OF  VETERINARIAN  OR 

INSPECTOR. 

Section  1171.  Every  person  who  fails  to  comply  with  or  dis- 
regards any  lawful  order  or  direction  made  by  the  state  veteri- 
nary surgeon,  or  deputy,  or  deputy  sheep  inspector,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Political  Code,  concerning  scab  or  other  con- 
tagious diseases  among  sheep,  or  to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease 
among  cattle,  is  punishable  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars. 

FOR  RECEIVING  SHEEP  FROM  QUARANTINED 

STATES. 

Section  1172.  Every  person  who,  after  the  publication  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  governor  of  this  state  prohibiting  the  im- 
portation of  diseased  sheep  into  this  state,  knowingly  receives 
any  such  sheep  from  any  of  the  prohibited  districts,  or  trans- 
ports the  same  within  the  limits  of  the  state,  is  punishable  by  a 
fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 

FOR  FAILURE  TO  REPORT  SHEEP  FOR  INSPECTION. 

Section  1173.  Every  person  in  charge  of  sheep  being  shipped 
into  this  state,  against  which  quarantine  has  been  declared,  as 
specified  in  the  last  preceding  section,  and  fails  to  notify  the  dep- 
uty inspector  of  the  county  in  which  such  sheep  are  brought,  or 
allows  any  such  sheep  to  pass  over  or  upon  any  public  highway, 
or  upon  the  range  occupied  by  other  sheep,  or  within  five  miles 
of  any  corral  in  which  sheep  are  regularly  corralled,  before  such 
sheep  are  inspected  as  provided  by  law,  is  punishable  by  a  fine 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 

FOR  FAILURE  TO  BRAND  SHEEP  IN  TRANSIT. 
Section  1178.  Every  person  who  owns  or  has  charge  of  any 
horses,  cattle  or  sheep  which  are  driven  into  or  through  any  part 
of  this  state,  and  fails  to  plainly  brand  or  mark  the  animals  so 
driven,  so  that  such  animals  may  be  readily  distinguished  from 
other  animals,  is  punishable  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  three  hun- 
dred dollars. 
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ONE  UNIFORM  BRAND  REQUIRED. 

Section  1179.  All  droves  or  horses,  mules,  cattle  or  sheep 
which  may  hereafter  be  driven  from  any  other  state  or  territory 
of  the  United  States  or  any  foreign  comitry,  into  or  through  any 
county  or  counties  of  this  state,  shall  be  plainly  branded  or 
marked  with  one  uniform  brand  or  mark. 

Section  1181.  All  such  sheep  shall  be  marked  distinctly  with 
such  mark  or  device  as  may  be  sufficient  to  distinguish  the  same 
readily  should  they  become  intermixed  or  mingled  with  other 
flocks  of  sheep  in  this  state. 

FOR  DRIVING  SHEEP  FROM  THEIR  CUSTOMARY 

RANGE. 

Section  1187.  Every  person  who  willfully  drives  or  causes  to 
be  driven  any  cattle,  horses,  mules,  sheep,  or  swine  from  their 
customary  range  without  the  permission  of  the  owner  thereof 
is  punishable  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  not  exceeding 
ninety  days,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  or 
both. 

FOR  USING  UNAUTHORIZED  BRANDS. 
Section  1189.  Every  person  save  only  an  owner,  and  he  only 
when  branding  on  his  own  premises  and  in  the  presence  of  two 
responsible  citizens,  who  marks  or  brands  any  calf  or  cattle  that 
are  running  at  large  between  the  first  day  of  December  and  the 
tenth  day  of  May  of  the  next  ensuing  year;  and  every  person 
who  shall  at  any  time  brand  or  cause  to  be  branded  or  marked 
any  horse,  mule,  cattle  or  head  of  cattle,  sheep,  swine,  or  other 
animal,  one  year  old  or  older,  with  any  piece  of  metal  or  imple- 
ment, other  than  a  branding  iron,  which  branding  iron  shall  be 
of  the  same  design  as  the  brand  or  mark  owned  by  the  party 
using  it ;  or  who  shall  so  mark  or  brand,  or  cause  to  be  marked  or 
branded  any  of  the  animals  aforesaid  with  any  piece  or  pieces 
of  iron  called  ''running  irons,"  such  as  bars,  rings,  half  or  quarter 
circles,  is  punishable  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for  not 
exceeding  six  months,  or  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  twenty-five 
dollars  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  or  both. 

FOR  ALLOWING  DISEASED  SHEEP  TO  RUN  AT  LARGE 
Section  1193.  It  is  unlawful  for  any  person  having  in  charge 
any  horse,  mule,  ass,  sheep,  hog,  or  cattle,  af¥ected  with  a  conta- 
gious disease,  to  allow  such  animal  to  run  on  any  range  or  to  be 
within  an  enclosure  where  they  may  come  in  contact  with  any 
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other  animal  not  so  diseased.  All  animals  so  affected  must  be 
immediately  removed  to  an  inside  inclosure  secure  from  other 
animals,  or  must  be  herded  six  miles  away  from  any  farm  or 
ranch  or  from  any  other  stock  running  at  large  or  being  herded. 

Every  person  who  neglects  or  refuses  to  remove,  or  inclose,  or 
herd  as  aforesaid,  such  diseased  animals,  is  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor and  liable  in  damages  to  the  party  injured. 
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I90I-I903. 

County. 

Commiissioner. 

iPosit  Office  Addresses. 

R.  H.  Clendenin   

Dillon. 
Townsend. 
Red  Lodge. 
Great  Falls. 
G-old  Butte. 
Miles  City. 
Glendive. 

C.  B.  Toole  

Prank  D.  0"Neill  

William  Lindsay   

Fergus   

David  Hilger   

Lewiistown. 

John  F.  Work  

Bozeman. 

Lewis  and  Clarke   

T.  C.  Power  

S.  R.  Buford   

Helena. 
Virg^inla  City. 
White  Sul.  Springes. 

S.  O'N.  C.  Brady   

Myersiburg-. 
Deer  Lodge. 

Powell   

Teton   

Valley   

David  McG-illvray   

L.  H.  Mills   

Sabra. 
Silver  Boiw. 
Big  Tlmiber. 
Lolwry. 
Saco. 
Billings. 
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DEPUTY  SHEEP  INSPECTORS. 


County. 


Beaverhead 
Broadwater 

Carbon   

Cascade   

Choteau   

Custer  

Dawson  

Fergus  

Gallatin  

Granite   

Madison  — 
Meagher  . . . 
Missjoula  . . . 

Park  

Rosebud  . . . . 
Silver  Bow  . 
Sweet  Grass 

Teton   

Valley   

Yellowstone 


Inspector. 


L.  E.  Thomas   

C.  W.  Cook   

Prank  L.  Clark   

H.  H.  Nelson  

D.  A.  Smith   

Dan  H.  Bowman  

Joel  Gleason   

David  Hllger   

John  P.  Work   

Alex.  Wight   

I/.  S.  Briggs   

C.  W.  Cook   

Dr.  G.  T.  McCullough 

J.  W.  Van  Doren   

Andrew  Tadsen  

Dr.  J.  D.  McGregor  .. 
Charles  McDonald  .  • . 
J.  K.  Stauffer   

D.  A.  Smith   


Post  Office  Address. 


J.  F.  Piatt   Billings. 


Dillon. 
Unity. 
Red  Lodge. 
Cascade. 

Hinsdale,  Valley  Co. 

Knowlton. 

Glen  dive. 

Lewistown. 

Bozeman. 

Stone. 

Ennis. 

Unity. 

Missoula. 

Livingstoi 

Forsyth. 

Butte,  106  S.  Main  St. 
Melville. 
Out  Bank. 
Hinsdale. 


No  inspectors  have  been  appointed  for  Deer  Lodge,  Flathead,  Jefferson 
and  Lewis  and  Clarke  counties.  Vacancies  exist  at  present  in  counties  of 
Powell  and  Ravalli. 


